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Nasty exports 


Anti-fascists used to quip that Britain only exported 
two things, skinheads and football hooliganism. 
And in the 1970s the two seemed to go hand in 
hand, the image of the football hooligan in the 
public mind, not without some justification, was of a 
shaven-headed youth in Doc Marten boots. 

As Nick Lowles shows in our feature on 
football hooliganism and racism, things have 
moved on considerably since then. Blaming racist 
hooliganism solely on the fascists detracts from 
the wider nature of the problem. Alcohol, fighting 
and racism make for a heady cocktail whether or 
not organised fascists are involved. 

Just as football hooliganism is not the same 
animal as it once was, so it is the case with the 
nazi skinhead movement. Blood & Honour and 
nazi skinheads were synonymous in the 1980s, led 
by archetypal boneheads such as Ian Stuart 
Donaldson and Nicky Crane. 

At the same time as the skinhead movement 
went into decline in Britain, it spread across the 
world. In the USA, Scandinavia, Germany and 
Eastern Europe large nazi skinhead scenes 
developed. And with the nazi skinheads came 
racial violence, against all their usual enemies. 
But anyone who looked different was also fair 
game. A young person with long hair in the 
wrong town at the wrong time could also face a 
trip to casualty, or worse, as they were set about 
after a gig by drink fuelled nazi skins. 

As the nazi skinhead movement became 
international, local skinhead gangs created local 
bands. Gigs would bring people together regionally, 
nationally and even internationally. An international 
nazi skinhead network developed, which operated 
under the name of Blood & Honour. 

Like all youth subcultures nazi skinheads 
searched for authenticity, so Britain, the 
birthplace of the skinhead scene and Blood & 
Honour always played an important role in the 
movement, even when its homegrown adherents 
became few in number. The early death of Blood 
& Honour’s founder Ian Stuart Donaldson made 
him an instant martyr. 

As the Blood & Honour scene evolved the most 
central feature became the bands and the racism. 
Many of its current supporters either are no longer, 
or were never, skinheads. And where they once 
remained in contact via fanzines and mail, now 
they have a “virtual community” via the internet 
with the benefit of instant communication. 

The fact that some ten international nazi 
concerts have been held in a one-month period 
shows that while some of its leading figures may 
be dead, their wicked legacy lives on. 
Internationally we have a huge task ahead of us to 
convince the authorities that these are not 
innocent “punk” or “heavy metal” concerts, as they 
can easily appear to the uninitiated. We have to 
ensure people know that these gigs are a breeding 
ground for racist violence and murder. ~a 













































Feature 


By Gerry 
Gable 


BNP youth activists 
Mark Bullock 
(centre) and Daniel 
Lake (right) make a 
nuisance of 
themselves at New 
College, Swindon 


he arrests last month of a 

pensioner on the south coast 

and a youth in Swindon, both 

of whom are said to have British 
National Party links, are evidence of the 
continuing interest of the far right in 
bomb making. 

The most notorious far-right bomber 
was David Copeland, who received a 
life sentence for planting three nail 
bombs in London in spring 1999, one 
of which killed three people and injured 
many others. Copeland, who joined the 
BNP in 1997 and the National Socialist 
Movement a year later, was not the first. 
Tony Lecomber, now a senior BNP 
officer, was jailed for three years in 1985 
for offences under the Explosives Act. 

Two years after Copeland, David 
Tovey was on the verge of a murderous 
killing spree. Unlike Copeland, who 
built his own nail bombs and other 
devices with information downloaded 
from far-right websites and some 
advice from fellow nazis, Tovey had a 
massive arsenal of state-of-the-art 
British military plastic explosive, 
remote control devices to set it off and 
dozens of other pieces of lethal 
hardware. His main target was Swindon 
mosque where according to informed 
estimates he could have killed 200 
worshippers. 

Today Tovey is serving an inadequate 
11-year sentence and could be out in 
three or four years if he behaves himself 


Right-wing terrorism still 
alive and plotting 


in jail. Like in the Copeland case the 
police initially claimed Tovey was a 
loner with no political connections, 
but it was later revealed that he had 
made contact with the BNP. 

Another man linked to the BNP 
was Stuart Kerr, 19, imprisoned for 
12 years for bombing an Asian shop 
in Chichester around the time of the 
Copeland killings. He and his two 
associates were never charged with their 
other target that night, a police station 
car park which they firebombed, 
damaging a number of police vehicles. 

Kerr had been caught on CCTV and 
identified, but his accomplices were not. 
His war was clearly not only against 
black and Asian people but also against 
the state. Many of the more interesting 
police finds during their investigations 
were never revealed to the court. 

One potentially murderous nazi 
terror team operating on _ the 
Nottinghamshire-Derbyshire border at 
the same time as Copeland's activities 
was never apprehended. Its target had 
been the Chesterfield May Day 
celebration, which was as much a 
community event as a political one. 
They had intended to set off a car bomb 
in the packed streets. One can only 
speculate with horror about the 
potential loss of life and injuries among 
the many families attending. 

Good police work foiled the plot in 
the early hours of May Day when 
officers pursued a car reported stolen. 
The occupants fled into the night 
but the car contained the makings of 
the bomb. 

Although the police had stopped the 
car, inter-force liaison failed because 
the organisers of the May Day event 
were only warned of a potential attack 
on the morning of the event. 

Copeland’s bombings and arrest 
overshadowed this potentially more 
deadly plot. Earlier that week a letter 
was posted in Nottinghamshire 
containing a threat to attack the 
Mansfield TUC Unemployed Centre, a 
local focal point for anti-fascist 
activists. It also included a reference to 
something happening on May Day. 
The letter never reached the Unem- 
ployed Centre as it was intercepted 
by Nottinghamshire Special Branch. 
But by the time the police arrived in 
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Mansfield, the premises had already 
been attacked and wrecked. 

Early last month police arrested a 16- 
year-old youth in connection with a 
series of attacks in the Swindon area, 
including trying to burn down 
a mosque and daubing swastikas on a 
mosque and a Sikh temple with the 
exhortation to “kill Pakis”. The targets 
were the same as Tovey’s three years 
earlier. The youth cannot be named 
because of his age but the police have 
made it clear that they are investigating 
whether the youth and at least one 
other youngster were trying to build 
their own bombs. The police have 
not dismissed the suggestion of a 
BNP connection. 

The BNP has been making a drive to 
recruit older school students and youths 
in the area for some time. Police were 





Manchester Road! 
"mosque, Swindon, 
PRs Masy =] 0) 2198] 0121 040100) 


called to New College in Swindon last 
month after Mark Bullock, 21, a BNP 
youth member was involved in a scuffle 
with students. Bullock was chased from 
the college for handing out a leaflet 
headed Freedom And Security Not 
Diversity And Dan ger 

Police are investigating claims that 
he was assaulted by students offended 
at the material he was circulating. 
In March Mr Bullock and a second 
BNP member, Daniel Lake, crashed 
a multicultural diversity event at 
the college. 

The other man who has shown an 
interest in bombing is 73-year-old 
Allen Boyce, who appeared at Lewes 
Crown Court on 7 October charged 
with inciting Terry Collins, a 27-year- 
old BNP activist, to make a dangerous 
explosive and to cause an explosion 


likely to endanger life or damage 
property. He was bailed until February. 

Boyce from Eastbourne has been well 
known in far-right circles for more than 
25 years. Collins is already serving a 
five-year prison sentence imposed in 
March for a 14-month terror campaign 
against the homes of Asian families in 
Eastbourne which included throwing 
fireworks through letter boxes. Collins, 
a former Territorial Army soldier, 
claimed in court that he had been 
brainwashed into committing acts of 
violence against ethnic minority people. 
Police caught him while he was trying 
to heave a lump of concrete through 
one family’s front window. 

At the start of this month a group of 
six nazis were due to be sentenced at 
the Old Bailey for a range of serious 
offences of publishing and distributing 
extreme right-wing material that 
included bomb diagrams and the most 
vile abuse directed against black and 
Jewish people. Five of the group, 
who called themselves the Racial 
Volunteer Force, pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to publish and distribute 
racially inflammatory material with 
the intention of stirring up racial 
hatred. Two of them also pleaded 
guilty to operating the RVF website 
to stir up race hatred and one to 
distributing a racist DVD. The sixth, 
Kevin Quinn, leader of the November 
9th Society, pleaded guilty to 
possession of racist material. 

The police investigation, conducted 
over nearly two years, involved several 
county police forces as well as Special 
Branch in London and a successful 
pursuit and extradition from Spain of 
one of the defendants. It started 
following the creation of a website that 
contained extreme right-wing material, 
which police traced to an address in 
Sleaford, Lincolnshire. 

Peter Davies, Assistant Chief 
Constable of Lincolnshire, said: “It is 
difficult to imagine more extreme 
race hatred than was contained in 
the material which was seized during 
this meticulous enquiry. In addition 
to the guilty pleas today, we can 
draw satisfaction from the fact that 
the Lincolnshire Police investigation 
team has succeeded in discrediting 
and disrupting the organisation 
behind the production of this material. 
The conclusion of this case sends a clear 
message to anyone inclined to stir up 
race hatred that they will be tracked 
down and brought before the courts.” 

Since the London bombings in July, 
the BNP has not ceased in its attempts 
to accuse virtually all Muslims of being 
terrorists. The truth is that if the BNP 
wants to find terrorists, it should start 
closer to home. ~= 








BNP News 


Stoke BNP pushes Islamophobia 


By Nick Lowles 


IN A QUITE disgusting and blatant 
display of Islamophobia, the BNP 
in Stoke-on-Trent has launched a 
campaign against a planned mosque 
in the city. In doing so it is signalling 
the opening shot of its 2006 local 
election campaign. 

In 2001 a planning application was 
made to build a mosque on a brownfield 
site that had laid derelict for several 
years. [he normal procedures were used 
applied, residents were informed and 
not a single complaint was received. 

Now, four years later and after a further 
public notice that failed to elicit a 
complaint, the BNP is getting involved. 
Since August the BNP has been 
leafleting the city and promises to cover 
every house over the next few months. 
Its headline reads: “Is this what you want 
for Stoke?” alongside a cartoon of a 
minaret towering above the city skyline. 

The leaflet begins with objections to 
planning but soon moves into blatant 
anti-Muslim sentiment. 

“When it is built, large numbers of 
Muslims will move in around the 
mosque, buying up properties (small 
businesses included). 


All change in the North West 


By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY has 
appointed a new regional organiser in 
the North West. David Joines replaces 
the largely ineffective Bev Jones in 
what some believe is a desperate 
move by the party leadership to rescue 
a region that once offered so much but 
is now a laughing stock in the party. 

In the 2001 general election the BNP 
polled 16.4% in Oldham West & Royton, 
11.2% in neighbouring Oldham East 
& Saddleworth and 11% in Burnley. 
The following year the party won three 
councillors in Burnley and pushed the 
total up to eight a year later. 

Since then it has all gone wrong. 
While the BNP still has a degree of 
support in Burnley it is greatly 
reduced and has virtually collapsed in 
other areas of the North West. 


“Locals will become worried and 
intimidated by this rapid growth, and so 
will begin to flee the area. 

“Property prices will collapse as the 
area begins to change. Those who are 
caught in the white flight stampede 
will lose many thousands of pounds on 
properties they purchased at top 
market prices. 

“The poor and the elderly who 
are unable to flee the area will be 
forced to live in what most Britons 
would consider an atmosphere of 
intimidation, outnumbered by ‘non- 
Christians’. 

“The final event in this sequence 
will be the overt establishment of a 
‘Muslim ghetto’. In Small Heath in 
Birmingham, for example, the area 
around the central mosque is 
known as ‘Apna Town’, when 
translated from Urdu this means 
‘our town’. Whose town do you 
want Stoke to be?” 

Fortunately, the BNP will not 
have it its own way. The local anti- 
BNP group, North Staffordshire 
Campaign Against Racism and 
Fascism, is planning its own leaflet 


© On Fridays, the main in Stoke Bi 
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Joines takes over at a time of 
great demoralisation among the 
membership. Several key branch 
organisers have dropped out or 
switched to the Nationalist Alliance 
and Blackburn branch has virtually 
declared UDI from the rest of 
the region. 

And Joines does not come with a 
great track record. His performance in 
successive council elections in 
Ellesmere Port is hardly startling and 
the party has achieved nothing across 
the Wirral and Merseyside area. 

His geographical location in 
Ellesmere Port, on the western edge of 
the region far from the BNP's strongest 
areas, will also prove a hindrance. 
While he is currently on a tour of 
branches his ability to remain in 


to counter the BNP lies and racism. 
Central to its campaign will be 
mobilising other faith leaders, many 
of whom have already publicly backed 
the mosque. 

Stoke BNP believes that this is its 
winning issue for next year but its quite 
naked racism may yet backfire. ~=a 
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regular direct contact with some 
branches will be limited. 

He has neither the stature of Bev 
Jones nor the credibility of her “loyalist” 
husband and he seems certain to fail. 
Blackburn's complete contempt for 
Burnley branch, longstanding but 
reinforced during the recent general 
election, will be just one of his 
problems. We genuinely wish him well 
in attempting to deal with Burnley 
organiser David Shapcott’s mood 
swings and gruff manner. 

It would appear that even the BNP 
leadership are not expecting too 
much from Joines, who is a T&G 
member. Searchlight has heard along 
the grapevine that a senior BNP full- 
time official will soon be moving into 
the region. =< 


Chaos reigns in the Crazy Gang 


Searchlight’s publication of 
a photograph of the then 
Nationalist Alliance (NA) 
leadership giving Nazi 
salutes has thrown the 
Crazy Gang into a panic 
with former friends accusing 
each other of being a 
Searchlight spy. 

The photo was taken over 
the summer, shortly before 
the organisation split, with 
the bulk of the members 
heading off to set up the 
British People’s Party (BPP). 

Rival factions have pointed 
the finger at leading people 
in the other group and so far 
about six people have been 
accused. 

So, for more general amuse- 
ment, Searchlight publishes 
the photograph again. And 
just for the record, the man 
second from the left is Mick 
Holmes from Lincoln, who 
until recently was one of BNP 
leader Nick Griffin’s body- 
guards. ~~ 
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Blood and Honour stages 
gigs across Europe 


By Jan Raabe for Antifa-Net in Schwabisch Hall 


azis stand silently and 
reverently in a deserted 
factory building near 
Dresden in darkest Saxony. 
The shouting and bawling has stopped 
and some of those present even 
straighten their backs in quasi-military 
fashion, while a hymn is played to 
honour Ian Stuart Donaldson, the 
late Skrewdriver band leader turned 
international nazi idol, killed in a road 
traffic accident on 23 September 1993. 

The date is 3 September 2005 
and this ritualistic scene was to be 
repeated over the following weeks at a 
series of Jan Stuart Donaldson 
memorial concerts, organised by the 
nazi Blood and Honour (B&H) 
movement all over Europe. 

Because B&H was banned in 
Germany in 2000, the nazis were not 
able to advertise the concert openly for 
fear that it would be stopped. The event 
was therefore organised conspiratorially 
to take place well before the anniversary 
of Donaldson's death and was attended 
— unusually for a bonehead event in 
Germany — by just 350 participants. 

The Belgian concert, staged on 
10 September by B&H’s so-called 
Netherlands and Flanders Division, 
was next. Its organisers bleated, 
“Unfortunately there had to be a 
memorial though each of us would 
rather see Ian Stuart still leading this 
fine movement to victory”. A 600- 
strong mob listened to Warlord and 
Section 88, both from England, 
and Faustrecht and White Resistance, 
from Germany. The police were present 
but did not intervene. 

A week later, 3-400 nazis gathered at 
a pub in the small town of Krtetice near 
Ceske Budejovice in the south of the 
Czech Republic and heard Titkolt 
Ellenalas (Hungary), Razors Edge 
(England) and Oidoxie (Germany). 
Oidoxie managed to whip up the 
audience to the extent that shouts of 
“Sieg Heil” could be heard outside the 
pub. This resulted in the police warning 
that they would enter the building and 





break up the concert, whereupon the 
organisers threw in the towel, 
preventing a performance by the home- 
grown Czech band, Conflict 88. 

In contrast to the intervention by the 
Czech police, the police chief in Brig, 
Switzerland, faced censure for not 
breaking up another 3-400-strong 
B&H concert staged the same day. 
“Hate against Jews while the police 
stand and watch. That’s enough!” 
commented a local newspaper. 

The Swiss B&H Division had invited 
the American band Tear Down. 
Together with Amok and Helvetica, 
both from Switzerland, Sleipnir and 
Feldherren, from Germany, and Ultima 
Frontiera (Italy), they were able to 
incite the nazi mob with impunity. 

In Slovakia, despite an expanding 
nazi bonehead scene, the memorial 
concert, also on 17 September, attracted 
only 200 people. The relatively low 
numbers may have been the result of 
competition from other nazi concerts 
on the same day in southern Germany. 
Although two notorious UK nazi 
bands, English Rose and Pure Blood, 
were on the bill, the hate-filled 
atmosphere only reached its full nadir 
when Feher Torveny from Hungary, 
Imperium from the Czech Republic 
and Skullscrusher from Slovenia took 
the stage, enabling the audience to 
relish “songs” about killing Jews. 

In Austria, the main organiser of the 
memorial concert on 24 September 
publicly criticised the audience, 
declaring: “I have to say that is it very 
embarrassing that somebody has to 
shout into the microphone in order 
to get some people to shut up’. 
His beloved Fuhrer did that all the time! 
But no wonder the nazis were rowdy. 
The police had allowed the owner 
of the first concert venue to cancel 
the contract, then the lead singer of the 
Finnish band Mistreat got fighting 
drunk. Enthusiasm was only restored 
when the UK band Razors Edge played 
“Streets of Oldham’, a modified version 
of Ralph McTell’s “Streets of London”. 
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In the UK, the American group 
Youngland topped the line-up, 
frenetically celebrated while the ageing 
veterans of British nazi music — Brutal 
Attack, English Rose, Pureblood, 
Warhammer, Avalon, Legion of 
St George and Strikeforce — were 
left standing. The organisers from 
B&H Central Division, nevertheless, 
pronounced themselves satisfied with 
the event. 

Not to be left out, 200 nazis 
responded to an invitation of the 
Ukrainian B&H Division on 24 
September in Kharkov with a bill 
headlined by Kolovrat (swastika) from 
Moscow. The other bands treating the 
boneheads to their racket were Molot 
from neighbouring Belarus, three 
outfits from the Ukraine, and Odessa — 
the first German nazi band to play in 
the country. 

It was left to the Hungarian nazis to 
stage the final event of the series with a 
gig near Budapest, at which the 
Hungarian bands Hunor, Titkolt 
Ellenallas and Feher Torveny played, as 
well as Imperium. Top billing, however, 
went to the Legion of St George. 

The fact that the nazis were able to 
stage ten international concerts within a 
month, of which at least nine were 
directly organised by B&H, indicates 
that although in decline in some 
Western countries and banned or facing 
bans in others, the nazis’ structures 
remain intact. 

B&H concerts attended by up to 600 
people are not unusual, especially in the 
former East Bloc countries, where a 
white power music scene has emerged 
mostly led by B&H. These countries 
have relatively lax laws and the police 
do little to crackdown on _ these 
menacing activities. 

While B&H’s English Division is 
still seen as the movement’s leading 
unit, because the organisation started 
here, international bands such as 
Kolovrat, Tear Down and Juden Mord 
are starting to draw more and more 
attention. 

There is no doubt that B&H in 
Germany has the biggest mobilising 
potential and commands by far 
the most support, but the ban is an 
inhibiting factor, forcing official 
B&H concerts to be held abroad. 
German nazis attend these events 
just outside the country’s frontiers 
in large numbers. Despite the ban, 
numerous former members and 
activists of the German B&H 
division are still highly active. 

If white power music undergoes a 
resurgence — with B&H at its centre — it 
could become an even more important 
vehicle for the nazi political message, 
most of all in the former East Bloc. 


International 








Protests meet minutemen as NSM sparks 
outrage in Toledo 


By Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


THE MINUTEMEN HAVE made quite a 
splash on the political scene since 
staging their armed “border watch” in 
Arizona last April. Congressmen, state 
politicians and California's Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, the Austrian- 
born body builder turned movie star 
turned politician, endorsed their 
street-gang version of anti-immigrant 
politics. 

When the Minutemen came to call 
along the Canada-USA border over 
the weekend of 15 October, however, 
they met new levels of opposition 
from both sides of the street. In the 
west, immigrants’ rights activists in 
both Washington State and British 
Columbia protested against the 
Minutemen, while the city council of 
Bellingham, a US town near the 
border, passed a resolution 
denouncing the vigilantes. The one- 
two punch of street protest and 
political action pushed the Minute- 
men into a defensive posture. 

In the northeast, a similar protest in 
Vermont by a group calling itself 
the Raging Grannies grabbed the 
headlines when the Minutemen set 
up their bivouacs there. And in the 
Midwest, a Minutemen organising 








meeting in Chicago was greeted by a 
strong street protest. 

In Ohio, something different 
happened over the same weekend. 
Police cancelled a National Socialist 
Movement (NSM) march planned 
for Toledo, Ohio after swelling crowds 
of anti-racists filled the streets 
around the site the neo-nazis had 
chosen to start a sidewalk parade. 
Law enforcement officials successfully 
protected the racists, but lost control 
of the situation, which turned quickly 
into a riot by youths angry at the 
police. Media reports focused on the 
violence — apparently a dozen officers 
were hurt in the melee and a 
neighbourhood bar was burned. 
The New York Times reported a total of 
114 arrests, including curfew 
violations that night. 

Headquartered in Minnesota, the 
NSM is a relatively small sect of 
Hollywood Nazis. However, with the 
decline of other organisations such as 
Aryan Nations and Church of the 
Creator, the NSM has grown in 
the past two years. It has some 
of the accoutrements of a successful 
organisational enterprise: a sharply 
delineated leadership structure and a 


ready-to-mix political philosophy. 
An over-active website adds to the 
appearances. 

Last April, several dozen uniform- 
wearing members met in Kansas City 
and celebrated their Fiihrer’s birthday 
with a dinner at a local German 
restaurant. The affair ended with an 
altercation at the local airport 
between a Kansas City rabbi and 
one of the swastika set. Unlike the 
Minutemen, the NSM, although 
poisonous as a snake, carries very 
little weight outside its own im- 
mediate ranks. While some white 
power skinheads have found a home 
with the NSM, groups associated 
with the American Blood and Honor 
Network in both Illinois and Indiana 
are sharply critical. 

In any case, NSM _ apparently 
expected local residents to protest at 
their incursion into Toledo. Situated 
on the far western edge of Lake Erie, 
Toledo was once at the centre of the 
American industrial Midwest, and 
rubber workers there pioneered the 
use of the sit-down strike in the 1930s. 
But the working class politics of 
that era have virtually disappeared. 
A marginal socialist and anarchist 
activist scene does still remain, 
however, and promised to make the 
NSM most unwelcome. For its part, 
the NSM seemed to have good 
intelligence on its opposition. And its 
ability to delineate between different 
left-wing factions indicates that it 
probably has an informant attending 
anti-racist meetings on its behalf - 
something other Klan and neo-nazi 
groups have tried in the past. When it 
did begin moving members into the 
Toledo neighbourhood, the NSM 
expected the police to sweep the 
streets of its opponents so that it 
could parade unimpeded. 

It did not happen that way, however, 
and the NSM organiser, Bill White, 
claimed that the police “double- 
crossed us with the intent of driving 
down our numbers”. They would like 
to paint themselves as the victim of 
the week, but it is hard to get much 
sympathy started for a squad of 
swastika emblazoned goons who 
want to come to town. ~q 
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Essex activists hit back against BNP lies 


By Sonia Gable 


BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY lies 
over the suspension of one of the party’s 
local councillors were successfully 
countered in the first anti-fascist day of 
action in Debden last month. Around 
20 activists from Loughton and the 
surrounding area distributed the first 
issue of Loughton Matters, produced by 
the newly formed Redbridge and 
Epping Together group. Local residents 
welcomed the leaflet and many 
expressed strong opposition to the 
BNP, which won three councillors in 
the Essex town in May 2004. 

Terry Farr, the BNP councillor for 
Loughton Alderton ward, was 
suspended for three months for 
bringing the office of councillor into 
disrepute. He had been investigated by 
the Standards Board, the local 
government watchdog, following a 
complaint by the Commission for 
Racial Equality over a letter he wrote to 
Trevor Phillips, the CRE chair, in 
October last year in which he said, 
“One solution for racial harmony is for 
[ethnic minorities] to stay in their self- 
created sweat shops and allow the rest 
of us to enjoy the English countryside”. 

A separate letter to Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott in July last 
year suggested new housing in the 
southeast would go to ethnic minorities 
and illegal 
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immigrants. He also described ethnic 
minority people as the “dregs of the 
world” who turn the areas where they 
live into “cesspits”, “concrete toilets” and 
“sweat shops”. 

Epping Forest District Standards 
Committee decided on 20 September 
that Farr had breached the council’s 
code of conduct and suspended him for 
three months or until he has 
undertaken training in the application 
of the code of conduct, the council’s 
policies on equal opportunities and the 
race equality scheme. 

The committee pointed out that Farr 
“does not express any regret for the 
content of his letters and seems not to 
have been able to grasp that his 
derogatory references to ethnic 
minorities and his lack of awareness of 
the law and of Council policies were 
demeaning to his office and hurtful and 
discriminatory to ethnic minority 
citizens of the Council”. 

Farr has refused to attend what he 
wrongly dubbed a racial equality 
awareness course, describing the 
suggested training as “institutionally 
racist”. The BNP website declared that 
Farr’s suspension was “a great honour”. 

The BNP then compounded its 

racist and anti-democratic behaviour 
by distributing a leaflet full of lies. 
Headed “We will not be silenced” 
it tried to make out that Farr was 
suspended for putting local 
people first instead of for his 
crude racism. 

The leaflet also accused the 
Epping Council Standards 
Board of being made up of 
political opponents of the BNP. 
In fact it consists of three 
independent members of the 
public who have no connection 
with any political party, two 
district councillors — one inde- 
pendent and one Conservative 
— and one parish councillor. 

The BNP is still smarting 
over a Standards Board ruling 
in June that it was acceptable 
to call the BNP “nazi”. 
Farr had complained when 
Gavin Stollar, a Liberal 
Democrat councillor, said, 
“We don’t want nazis in our 








town”. Rejecting his complaint the 

Standards Board said that Stollar 

“expressed his views on a rival political 

party within the normal and acceptable 

limits of political debate”. 

Stollar, who was a general election 
candidate for Brentwood and Ongar, 
had made the comment after the BNP 
held a conference in Brentwood in 
January. It was not directed at any 
individual BNP member. But the BNP, 
which never lets the facts get in the way 
of a useful lie and a chance to cry 
victimisation, claimed that “a Liberal 
Democrat councillor made grotesquely 
offensive remarks about the Nazis to 
BNP councillor Pat Richardson, who is 
herself Jewish”. 

Richardson, no doubt on _ the 
principle that if you tell a lie often 
enough people will start to believe it, 
complained on the BNP website about 
Farr being “suspended for saying what 
he feels in an honest and frank 
manner”. She continued, illiterately, 
“compasion for the natives and 
long time settlers of this land is 
non existent”. Whether the BNP 
would include Richardson among 
the “natives and long time settlers” 
is a moot point. 

As a result of Farr’s suspension, 
Epping Forest District Council voted 
to remove him from the council’s 
Complaints Committee by 43 votes 
to 1. In a leaflet headed “Big brother 
comes to Epping Forrest [sic]” the 
BNP issued a nasty personal attack on 
the independent councillor who 
proposed the motion against Farr, 
accusing the popular representative of 
being “not honest”. 

Redbridge and Epping Together 
will continue exposing the BNP’s lies 
between now and the local elections 
next May in which the BNP is 
expected to make Loughton one of its 
prime national targets. In yet another 
lie the BNP claimed that its three 
councillors were there to help the 
people of Loughton and speak up 
for them. The truth is that they 
always vote with the Conservatives. 
They never think for themselves, they 
never initiate any policies of their own 
and they do nothing for the people 
who voted them in. 
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Left to right: 

Bert Eriksson, 
Roger Spinnewijn, 
later aVB MP and 
Emil Robbe visit 
Leon Degrelle, the 
layev4icete)|[-leve)g-1ve)g 
(right), in Barcelona 
in February 1982 


BELGIUM 
Flemish nazi 


checks in to Valhalla 


BERT ERIKSSON, a veteran nazi and 
former leader of the Flemish para- 
military Vlaamse Militanten Orde 
(VMO), has died aged 73. 

The son of a Finnish father and a 
Flemish mother, Eriksson joined the 
Hitler Youth in Antwerp at the age of 
13 and never hid his adoration for 
Hitler. “The only thing Hitler did 
wrong was losing the war” and “Yes, 
I’m a nazi, anything wrong with that?” 
were his favourite statements. 

Eriksson took over the VMO in the 
early 1970s. A criminal gang created in 
the 1950s by the remains of the 
Flemish nationalist movement, it 
served as the unofficial “security 
service” of the Vlaams Blok (VB) 
during its early years and played a key 
role in the VB’s survival. Eriksson was 
a personal friend of most of the VB’s 
“celebrities” and was honoured more 
than once in the VB media as a 
Flemish “hero and idealist”. 

The VMO was banned in 1984 
under laws banning private militias 
and Eriksson was jailed for a year. 
Many VMO members flocked into 
the “respectable” VB, some of them 
even making a career as federal or 
Flemish MPs. Eriksson’s Antwerp cafe, 
Den Odal, also the name of his new 
group, was a magnet for nazis from all 
over Europe. 

Eriksson died at the beginning of 
October of a lung disease in the Dutch 
village of Westdorpe near the Belgian 
border. 

From correspondents in 
Belgium and the Netherlands 





Belgium: New right-wing 
movement could help VB 


FLEMISH SENATOR Hugo Coveliers, 
(pictured above) until recently a 
member of the liberal Vlaamse 
Liberalen en Democraten (VLD), has 
created his own “political movement” 
which, he claims, is a “genuine” right- 
wing liberal alternative. 

Known for his raw _ populist 
language and his capacity for endless 
conflict with the rest of the world, 
Coveliers now wants to form a 
partnership between his new and as yet 
unnamed movement and the right- 
wing extremist Vlaams Belang (VB). 
Filip Dewinter, the VB’s leader, has 
welcomed this move and hopes it will 
result in a significant electoral bonus for 
his party in Antwerp next year. 

Dewinter hopes to become mayor of 
Antwerp after the October 2006 
elections. Because other parties refuse 
to cooperate with the VB, Dewinter 
would need an absolute majority in the 
Antwerp city council. Coveliers and his 
supporters could help him achieve this 
goal. However Coveliers has a poor 
reputation and may not able to seduce 
enough people to support him and the 
VB, which is the main opposition on 
the city council. 

Antwerp, Belgium's second city, is 
currently led by a socialist mayor 
supported by a “rainbow coalition” 
of four mainstream parties. In spite of 
various right-wing extremist attempts 
to remove the cordon sanitaire around 
the VB, it still stands. 

Despite his cooperation with the 
racist VB, Coveliers claims his new 
movement is “Flemish, right-wing, 
independent, transparent and tolerant” 
and will focus on law and order, 
corruption and family values. 

From Wim Haelsterman for AFF- 
Verzet/CAF-Résistances in Brussels 





THE NETHERLANDS 
Fugitive war criminal 
escapes justice again 


A COURT IN Hagen, Germany, has 
ruled that the Dutch war criminal 
Herbertus Bikker will not have to serve 
out a life sentence handed to him in 
1949 for the murder of Jan Houtman, a 
resistance fighter, in 1944 during the 
Nazi occupation of the Netherlands. 

Bikker escaped from prison in Breda in 
1952 and fled to Germany where he 
remained free, with German identity as a 
result of his membership of Hitler’s 
murderous SS. A Dutch reporter tracked 
him down in 1993 and Dutch and 
German anti-fascists later demonstrated 
outside his house. Piet Hein Donner, the 
Dutch Justice Minister, requested his 
extradition in 2003. 

According to reports presented to the 
Hagen court, Bikker, now 89, was 
unable to understand why he has to 
spend the rest of his life in jail. 
An earlier case against him in Hagen 


MONITOR, Searchlight's Norwegian 
sister magazine, has caused a big 
scandal by revealing that one of the 
security guards at a charity concert 
attended by Prince Haakon, 
Crown Princess Mette-Marit and 
three members of the Norwegian 
government was the convicted nazi 
leader Aleksander Kristoffersen. 

A security lapse meant the 
police did not inform the security 
firm that hired out the heavily 
tattooed Kristoffersen as a guard 
that he is a top member of the nazi 
Norwegian Resistance Movement, 


collapsed in February 2004 when 
the court ruled he was unable to 
follow proceedings. During the latest 
hearings, however, Bikker made a fit 
and aggressive impression, apparently 
understanding perfectly what was going 
on. This may prompt an appeal from 
the Dutch authorities. 
from Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 

and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 





SWEDEN: Sweden Democrats 
make headway 


THE SWEDEN DEMOCRATS, 
Sweden's biggest racist party, has doubled 
its vote in elections to the Church of 
Sweden's governing body. Its average of 
over four per cent in the southern regions 
of Scania and Blekinge occurred amid a 
drop in voter turnout to 12%. 

This is the second time that the SD 
stood in the Church elections, which it 
treated as a dress rehearsal for next 
year’s general election. Overall the SD’s 


formerly known as Bootboys, and 
has convictions for violence and 
extortion. 

A shocked member of the public 
tipped off Monitor after observing 
Kristoffersen acting as a security 
guard outside a church in Oslo that 
was hosting the benefit concert for 
battered and sexually exploited 
women. The event featured 
performances by several prominent 
Norwegian artists. 

Police representatives, one of 
whom declared himself speechless, 
were shocked when they were 





vote increased from 0.8% to 1.7%. 
As expected, the SD consolidated its 
position in the south of the country 
and gained up to 10% in some towns. 

The SD’s decision to stand in the 
church elections has very little to do 
with them being born-again Protestants 
or sudden ecclesiastical enthusiasts. 
Four years ago, the party went through 
a major split that led to the emergence 
of a new party, the National Democrats. 
To show its activists that the depleted 
party could survive, the SD gave them 
something to do by starting a campaign 
in the church elections. The move was a 
success and the SD won two seats on 
the Church's synod. 

Four years later, the SD has used the 
election to identify weaknesses before 
the 2006 general election. In 2001 the 
party stood for election in two out of 
the Church’s 13 geographical areas. 
This, time it participated in ten areas, 
again winning two synod seats. 

From Richard Slatt for Expo and 
Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


informed that Kristoffersen had 
slipped through the security net. 
The firm that hired Kristoffersen had, 
according to Monitor's sources, 
checked Kristoffersen with the 
police. Anyone employed as a 
security guard has to present a 
certificate from the police 
confirming that they have no 
convictions. This time the procedure 
failed and the heirs to Norway's 
throne were guarded by a nazi thug. 


From Sven Johansen in Oslo 
for Monitor and Antifa-Net 
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RUSSIA: Four arrested for 
racist murder 


POLICE IN St Petersburg have arrested 
four youths for the racist murder 
of Roland Eposeka, a 29-year-old 
Congolese student, on 9 September. 
Eposeka died in hospital four days after 
the gang’s leader, Andrej Gerasimov, 
20, stabbed him twice. Another of the 
youths had a swastika as wallpaper for his 
mobile phone. Shortly before Eposeka’s 
murder, the leading St Petersburg nazi 
Yuri Belyayev boasted that he was 
organising “white street patrols”. 

Days before they attacked Eposeka, 
the gang assaulted three dark-skinned 
foreigners. Three days before their 
arrest, a 26-year-old Jordanian was 
lucky to escape death after being 
attacked by a four-strong gang. 
Police now think the gang could have 
been responsible for three other racist 
killings and several attacks in the 
city’s Kalininsky district between 
2003 and 2005. 


A LOCAL SOLIDARITY campaign has 
been launched after two refugee families 
were the victims of horrific harassment in 
the small east Norwegian town of 
Halden. A Kurdish family’s house was 
razed to the ground just days after 
someone had daubed it with swastikas. 
Then all the tyres of their car were 
slashed. The house of another family, also 
of Kurdish origin, was painted with 
swastikas and racist slogans. 

Per Kristian Dahl, the town’s mayor, told 
the local newspaper, Halden Arbeiderblad 
that harassment of families in Halden 
would not be tolerated and that this is a 
serious criminal case and a matter for full- 





Since January this year, police 
have registered 1,488 crimes in which 
the victims were foreigners. On 15 
September foreign students in 
St Petersburg organised a protest. 
Aliu Tunkara, the president of African 
Unity, the main organisation of 
Africans in St Petersburg, said that the 
victims of attacks have lost teeth and eyes 
and have been left paralysed or disabled. 

Tunkara’s colleague Ali Nassor, a 
journalist from Zanzibar who has lived 
in Russia and co- founded African 
Unity in 1999, said that in the 1980s 
when groups of young people often 
insulted Africans, calling them 
monkeys and other epithets, and 
attacked them, officials proclaimed 
their “internationalism” and accused the 
capitalist West of racism. Now, the 
police explain away such cases as simple 
hooliganism and refuse to recognise any 
racist motivation. They even accused 
Eposeka of keeping bad company. 

People from Africa and Asia mostly 
come to Russia as students or for com- 


Foreign students 
protest at racist 
liters} 


mercial reasons. Africans remain a rarity 
in Russian society except in university 
centres such as Moscow, St Petersburg, 
Voronezh and Ekaterinburg. 

Meanwhile, mindful that an exodus 
of St Petersburg’s 10,000 foreign 
students could cost the city up to $20 
million (412 million) in lost income, 
the city government has launched 
a campaign to promote tolerance. 
Russian president Vladimir Putin has 
promised a crackdown on those who 
organise assaults on foreigners. A third 
of all attacks on foreign students in 
Russia occur in St Petersburg. 

From Mara Viadimirova for 

Antifa-Net in Moscow 








Norway: Halden rejects nazi harassment 





scale police investigation. 

Halden, near the Swedish border, has 
for a while been home to a gang of nazis. 
Police are looking among this small 
group of Hitler worshippers for the 
perpetrators of this violence. 

There have also been signs that some 
local nazi activists have been trying to set 
up a Norwegian branch of Blood and 
Honour. In September, the historic 
Fredriksten fortress was hired for a nazi 
gig with Swedish bands including Angriff 
and White Valkyria, but the management 
at the fortress, where the Swedish warrior 
king Charles XII was killed in an attempt 
to conquer Norway in 1718, cancelled 





the contract when it emerged that the 
nazis were going to use an important 
Norwegian national symbol. An attempt 
to hire another venue in the Halden area 
also failed, forcing the nazis to move the 
gig away to another area. 
From Tor Bach in Oslo for 

Monitor and Antifa-Net 


Left: demonstration in 

solidarity with the Kurdish 
victims of harassment in Halden. 
Below: swastika painted on 

the garage of one of the families 














Searchlight welcomed at 
September conferences 


SEARCHLIGHT SPEAKERS WERE prominent at the September party and 
TUC conferences, gearing up political activists to fight the BNP at next year’s 
council elections. 

In Blackpool, Matthew Collins was joined by members of the 
Liberal Democrats front bench at a meeting organised by the Holocaust 
Educational Trust, where he drew on his personal experiences and knowledge 
of Holocaust denial. 

Moving to Brighton and the Labour Party conference a week later, Collins 
was joined by Stephen Twigg, Trevor Philips, chair of the Commission 
for Racial Equality, and National Union of Teachers President Steve Sinnott 
in a packed meeting at the Ship Hotel, again at the invitation of the HET. 
The media coverage made much of the presence of the Polish-born Holocaust 
survivor Roman Halter, who sat next to Collins, a former far-right activist. 
Halter spoke graphically and movingly about his life in Poland before and after 
the Nazi invasion when he was 12. He had lost all of his family by 1942, before 
finally being taken to Dresden, via Auschwitz. 

The audience listened in stunned silence as Halter recalled how he and other 
children hid in the home of a childless German couple in the final days as 
German soldiers deserted the camp, while waiting for the Soviet liberators to 
arrive. “A single Russian soldier on a bike rode into town and shouted ‘give me 
your watches’ and we knew we were free,” he said, concluding his talk. 

Speaking next, Collins called for party activists to “reignite” their politics. 
“There are places in this country where the only political material people will 
receive this week is from the BNP. 

If you want to keep your seats and your council seats, and make your party 
stronger, when it comes to fighting fascism, politics is the way. And there’s 
more to fighting fascism than just once every four years in a political leaflet,” 
he told the audience. 

Later, Searchlight was well represented at the Corn Exchange where the 
GMB trade union held a fund raising concert. Searchlight launched its new 
Labour Friends of Searchlight pamphlet with speeches by Nick Lowles and 
the MPs Jon Cruddas and Frank Dobson. Billy Bragg then played a storming 
set to a backdrop displaying www.stopthebnp.co.uk. 

To find out more about the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust, visit 
www.het.org.uk. 
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Teenagers quizzed over gay 
murder 

Three teenage boys were arrested and 
bailed last month over the murder of a 
gay man who was beaten to death on 
Clapham Common. 

Jody Dobrowski, a 24-year-old bar 
manager, was found seriously injured on 
the south London common. He died from 
head, neck and facial injuries, in what 
police believe was a homophobic attack. 

The two 17-year-olds and a 13-year-old, 
arrested in Battersea, southwest London, 
were initially held on suspicion of motor 
vehicle offences. They were later arrested 
and questioned in connection with the 
murder. They were released on bail until 
this month. 

Detectives are examining whether 
there is a link between Mr Dobrowski’s 
murder and a series of homophobic 
attacks in the area. 


Gang behind racial attacks 
in Redbridge 

A number of attacks have taken place on 
Asian men recently in Redbridge, 
northeast London. The first was on 29 
September when a 35-year-old man was 
surrounded and punched in the face. 

Five days later, a 33-year-old man was 
attacked by up to 15 people who 
punched him, fracturing an eye socket. 

In another incident two men in their 
twenties were surrounded. One was 
assaulted and verbally abused, while the 
other managed to escape uninjured. 

Police officers, who believe there may 
have been other similar unreported 
incidents, have stepped up _ patrols 
around an underpass beneath the A12. 

The youths in the gang are mainly white 
but some black males were also involved. 


Four charged over London 
racist attacks 

Four youths aged between 15 and 20 
from the Bexley area have been charged 
over a series of racist attacks. 

Three are accused of grievous bodily 
harm and violent disorder. One was 
charged with possession of a stun gun 
and CS gas. A further 13 men were 
released on police bail. 

Police arrested 17 men and one woman 
last month after an investigation into five 
attacks in Northumberland Heath, 
southeast London, in September. The 
woman was released without charge. 

Officers from the Hate Crime unit 
started an investigation after a 17-year-old 
black man was kicked and a 16-year-old 
suffered facial injuries in a gang assault. In 
another incident a car was stolen by a 
group of youths who shouted racial 
abuse at the victims. 
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Fascism, racis 
the English Di 


It is called the “English Disease”. Football hooliganism has 

embarrassed our government, terrified foreign towns and cities, 

blighted the lives of millions of ordinary football fans and ' 
confounded experts and the police. 








With every major incident the allegation of fascist involvement is 
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or many people the image of 
the hooligan remains stuck 
in the late 1970s. Shaved head, 
tight jeans, boots and wild 
aggression. The football bootboy is also 
associated with racist ideas, a Paki 
bashing, sieg heiling lunatic. 

That may have been a common sight 
on football terraces 30 years ago but it is 
an image that has long since disappeared. 
Today’s football hooligans wear designer 
labelled clothes, the gangs are likely to be 
multiracial and overt fascist activity is 
considerably less common. 

Fascist organisations began targeting 
football in the 1979-80 season as part 
of a concerted effort to — in the words 
of Derek Holland, a leading National 
Front organiser at the time — “win the 
hearts and minds of young people”. 

The NF, then Britain's leading fascist 
organisation, was on the decline. 
Having once attracted thousands of 
members and hundreds of thousands 
of votes across the country, it was a 
mere shadow of the organisation it had 
been only three years before. Margaret 
Thatcher had stolen its clothes and 
anti-fascists had driven it off the streets. 

The NF was joined on the terraces by 
the British Movement, a hardline nazi 
group formed in 1968 and which had 
already abandoned the electoral process. 
The BM was smaller than the NF 
but its membership contained a high 
concentration of young men, par- 
ticularly in London, many of whom 
were already involved in soccer violence. 

The increasing activity of racist 
hooligans coincided with a skinhead 
revival between 1976 and 1980 in 
London. Chelsea, West Ham, Charlton, 
Arsenal and Millwall all had significant 
groups of BM-affiliated skinheads. 

In 1981 the NF launched Bulldog, a 
magazine aimed at attracting young 
people through race and_ politics. 
One page was always dedicated to 
football violence, with reports of racist 
chanting and accounts of hooliganism. 
Catching the imagination of many 
hooligans was the “League of Louts”, a 
table charting racism within the game. 


Leeds United, Chelsea and Newcastle 
fans would regularly battle it out for the 
title of Britain’s most racist fans. 

The alleged leader of the Leeds 
Service Crew, the hooligan gang that 
followed Leeds United, once wrote an 
angry letter to Bulldog, complaining at 
its apparent London bias. “Isn't it about 
time that those who organise the Racist 
League should play the White man? 
I am talking about putting the true 
Whites of Leeds United Service Crew 
on top where they rightfully belong.” 
He ended the letter by writing: “We 
have a lot of respect for Bulldog.” 

The racism at Leeds’s Elland 
Road ground was quite phenomenal. 
Thousands would join in the racist 
chanting at opposition players and fans. 
“Elland Road is the worst ground of 
the lot,” claimed Crystal Palace’s 
black player Andy Gray in 1987. 
Watford’s Luther Blissett told the Daily 
Mirror, “Normally the abuse is from the 
terraces, but at one Leeds game whole 
groups in the stand were doing nazi 
salutes and shouting ‘Sieg heil’.” 

The fans in the stands were the 
Service Crew and their move into seats 
followed a national trend to avoid the 
police, get closer to their opponents and 
illustrate, as with their expensive 
designer-label clothes, that they had 
money and style. 

The NF was quick to exploit the 
racism of Leeds fans. There were regular 
paper sales and Leeds United NF 
badges widely on display. Racist abuse 
was encouraged by Bu//dog as well as the 
throwing of bananas. 

Another ground that saw heavy 
fascist activity during the 1980s was 
Stamford Bridge, the home of Chelsea. 
Even up to the early 1990s the British 
National Party would boast of selling 
200 newspapers in the neighbouring 
pubs on match days. 

Racism really hit the headlines in the 
mid-1980s when Chelsea fans booed 
Paul Cannonville, their team’s first 
black player. Even Leeds fans never 
stooped to this depth when black 
players were brought into the team. 

During the late 1970s and 1980s, 
Chelsea’s notorious Headhunter gang 
provided much of the muscle for the 
capital’s fascist groups. They minded 
meetings, played centre stage at nazi 
skinhead concerts, attacked anti- 
apartheid activists and joined Loyalist 
marches in London, Glasgow and 
Belfast. 

As many as 50 Chelsea Headhunters 
were in some way affiliated to or 
supported Combat 18, another nazi 
and violent group, in the early 1990s. 
This included most of its top faces. 

The widespread racism at Chelsea and 
Leeds in the early 1980s coincided with 


declining performances on the pitch. 
Both sides languished near the bottom 
of the second division and football 
violence and racism became alternative 
routes to stardom. The shock value 
and the moral outrage of the media and 
opposing clubs only encouraged them to 
further excess. 

Darren Wells was a leading Combat 
18 activist who had come up through 
the ranks of the Chelsea Headhunters. 
“It’s natural to rebel. If you have 
nothing and are from a working-class 
estate, you say, what’s wrong with that? 
I am white, I am working class. I haven't 
got a job, and it’s your way of rebelling 
back. Rather than just taking it you 
hit back. The right wing is the most 
shocking thing because it’s constantly 
put to us through the television, the 
press, everything, that the worst thing 
ever to happen is the Nazis. So the 
biggest way to rebel is to be seen to 
endorse it.” 

During the early 1990s Wells, along 
with other C18 hooligans, used trips 
following England to Poland to stop off 
at concentrations camps. There they 
posed for photographs, ripped up 
artefacts and generally insulted tourists 
paying respects to those who died in the 
Nazi death camps. 

“We did it because it was a laugh. 
No one really believed that the 
Holocaust never happened but we knew 
that to say so would infuriate people. 
Going to the camps was just the final 
straw. There was nothing more 
insulting than that. It was all just being 
provocative — it was us sticking two 
fingers up a society we didn’t like.” 

Many other clubs experienced racism 
amongst their fans. The Lancashire 
clubs of Rochdale, Burnley and 
Blackburn were all intermittently 
targeted by NF and BNP paper sellers. 
Wigan, Newcastle, Aston Villa, 
Charlton, Exeter and Darlington were 
just some of the English clubs where 
hooligans were linked to the NF or 
other fascist groups. Portsmouth, 
Sunderland and Hartlepool all had 
strong Loyalist links. Glasgow Rangers, 


Chelsea and Hearts combined the two. B& 
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However, despite the activity of fascist 
groups at many football grounds around 
the country, there is little evidence to 
show that many people were recruited 
into political activity. This is particularly 
so with the hooligans, who, on the 
whole, have proved too ill-disciplined 
and uninterested in party politics. 
While some hooligans have always 
turned out for fascist demonstrations 
or as stewards for meetings and 
rallies, most find ordinary political 
campaigning boring. Even among 
the mobs where the NF, C18 and 
more recently the BNP have had a base, 
few have got involved in ordinary 
political campaigning. 


Mixed-race mobs 

Widespread fascist influence at football 
grounds declined markedly in the early 
1980s with the exception of clubs such 
as Leeds and Chelsea. The BM 
collapsed and the NF switched its 
attention away from football. 

But there were also wider societal and 
even hooligan changes that affected the 
relationship. The changing demo- 
graphics of our cities drastically altered 
the fan base of many clubs and while 
few black and Asian people attended 
football matches many did go into the 
hooligan gangs. This was particularly 
the case with Afro-Caribbean youth, 
who began to follow football instead 
of cricket. 

In the 1970s the football gangs of 
Birmingham City, Manchester City 
and even Arsenal were the preserve of 
white lads only. Birmingham and Man 
City had big NF followings while 
Arsenal was BM. By the late 1970s 
that began to change, coinciding as it 
did with changing hooligan fashion 
from skins to casuals. A new 
generation of hooligans emerged 
decked out in Pringle tops, tracksuit 
bottoms and eventually Burberry. 


Chelsea, Oldham, Reading, West Ham and Oxford hooligans make up the 
C18 mob which tried to attack the Bloody Sunday march in January 1999. 
Picture: Mike Cohen 


The Zulu Warriors (Birmingham 
City), Cool Cats (Manchester City) 
and the Gooners (Arsenal) were all led 
by large groups of black lads. 

At first there were clashes between 
the new multiracial mobs and the older 
white mobs but age, numbers and even 
toughness soon marginalised the racists. 

Many other mobs followed suit. 
Manchester United and Spurs had 
always had black lads involved, and 
Sheffield United, Wolves, Leicester, 
Bradford and Derby soon were also 
mixed-race mobs. Even some of the 
gangs normally associated with the NF, 
including Newcastle and later Leeds 
had prominent black lads involved. 

There have always been black 
hooligans active at Chelsea, despite the 
fascist connections of some. In the 
1970s one of the Chelsea hooligan 
leaders was a one-armed black man 
called Babs. His fearsome reputation 
and loyalty to the club meant he had 
little hassle from the racists. 

The changing fashion also had an 
impact. During the 1980s there were 
several violent clashes between the 
traditional nazi bonehead gangs and 
football casuals even when they shared 
similar political outlooks. This sim- 
mering tension continued into the late 
1990s when Chelsea’s Andy Frain and 
other casuals were involved in fighting 
at Blood and Honour gigs. 


Combat 18 

The only time fascists have really had 
any sort of influence on hooligans since 
the early 1980s was with the emergence 
of Combat 18. C18 was basically a 
fascist football hooligan mob, attracting 
supporters from Spurs, West Ham, 
Charlton and Millwall to its ranks. 
However, it was with Chelsea that C18 
was most linked. This initially gave it 
strength and respect around the 
country, especially because during this 


= 


period Chelsea took on the mantle of 
leaders of England abroad, but it also 
brought its difficulties. When C18 tried 
to recruit in Millwall following the 
BNP’s council triumph they were told 
in no uncertain terms to go away 
because they were a Chelsea mob. 

The increasing involvement of black 
hooligans did not please everyone. 
At Aston Villa and more recently 
Sheffield Wednesday the roles were 
reversed where multiracial firms 
became racist mobs. This has led to 
increased hostility with their city rivals, 
both of whom have multiracial firms, 
and, in the case of Villa, brought them 
into conflict with other mobs solely on 
the issue of race. 

During an England away match 
in Poland in the 1990s Villa 
confronted a Huddersfield mob that 
contained many black lads. Villa came 
badly unstuck, facing the wrath not 
only of the Yorkshire hooligans but also 
of other hooligans who were outraged 
at Villa’s racism. 

Huddersfield’s mob has also clashed 
with Stoke City over race. In 1995, on 
their way to Dublin, the two mobs 
clashed after Stoke hooligans racially 
abused their rivals. 

Sheffield Wednesday has changed 
again in the past couple of years with 
the return of a few older black lads and 
the emergence of a new young Asian 
mob. One of the few other mobs to 
have significant numbers of Asian lads 
involved has been Bradford City’s 
Ointment. 

The changing climate and even fan 
base has also had an effect on fascist 
involvement in football. Many of the 
older white mobs were targeted by police 
operations in the late 1980s, and the anti- 
racist campaigns and rising influence of 
the supporters’ groups marginalised 
racism with the stadium. By the 1990s, 
with Leeds back in the top flight and 
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The A-L of Britain's Football Hooligan Gangs 
From the Aberdeen Soccer Luton's Mig Squad 


Hooligans, 
volume 1 & 2: 


Bi Charts the influence fascist groups 
have had on hooligan gangs 


Bi Describes how multiracial gangs 


fought back against racist gangs 


Bi Looks at how the Miners’ Strike 
brought class politics into the 
football arena. 

This and a whole lot more is 
contained in Hooligans 





relatively successful, mass racism virtually 
disappeared within the stadium. 

The new political avenue for many 
hooligans was Loyalism. In the early 
1990s, with Loyalist fears that a future 
Labour government would create a 
united Ireland, the UDA brought the 
struggle to the mainland. Support for 
Ulster Loyalism had long been a central 
element of hooligan mentality through 
songs and regalia but now they were 
willing to get further involved. 

In January 1993 over 600 hooligans, 
Loyalists and fascists took to the streets 
of London in a bid to disrupt the annual 
Bloody Sunday march. The intention of 
the UDA organisers had been to march 
on to Kilburn, home of London’s Irish 
community. They were only prevented 
from doing so by the arrest of 396 
people. There were hooligans from over 
20 different gangs out on that day. 

Two years later English hooligans 
forced the abandonment of a friendly 
fixture in Dublin. This was not the work 
of organised fascists, as some in the 
media claimed, but a mixture of general 
hooliganism mixed with pro-Loyalist 
sentiments allowed to express themselves 
by appalling stewarding and policing. 

More recently, issues around asylum 
seekers and Britain’s Muslim com- 
munities have aroused the interests of 
hooligan gangs. In 2001 Oldham 
erupted after weeks of rising tensions 
between local Asian and _ white 
youths, largely organised around the 
Fine Young Casuals (FYC). Burnley 


followed suit a month later and again 


LIGANS HOOLIGANS 


A - Lof Britain’s Football Hooligan Gangs 


For almost forty years football hooliganism 
has blighted the national game. 

Organised gangs of marauding young 
men from almost every town and city in 
the country have used football as an arena 
for violence. They have rioted, maimed and 
"| even killed. 


Combining hard facts with occasional 
touches of black humour, Hooligans is the 
definitive account on British football 
hooliganism. From the gangs to the leaders, 
from policing to those whose lives were 
ruined by soccer violence, this book has it all. 


Hooligans: A-L is available 
to Searchlight readers at 
£15 (inc p&p) 


Hooligans Volume 2 is out in 
mid-December 


















football hooligans were heavily 
involved. However in Bradford, which 
saw the worst disorder, the local 
hooligan gang stayed out of the 
troubles, largely because it has always 
been a multiracial firm and local racist 
hooligans have largely associated 
themselves with Leeds United. 

More recently, Plymouth’s hooligans 
clashed with local Asians in Luton 
following a match in the town. They were 
encouraged by Luton’s own gang, which 
itself has had many black lads involved 
but who have their own differences with 
local Asians. 

Anti-Muslim sentiments are widely 
heard but most of the time they extend 
little beyond internet chat rooms and 
message boards. During the Oldham 
riots dozens of hooligans expressed 
support for the FYC’s “battle for 
Britishness” but none seemed prepared 
to do anything about it. 

The recent formation of the United 
British Alliance (UBA) reflects the 
political views of many hooligans, 
namely anti-Muslim rather than anti- 
black. Indeed, the UBA, which has 
attracted support from hooligans in the 
Midlands and London, stresses its anti- 
racist credentials and at least one 
former anti-fascist activist is believed to 
be centrally involved. At a protest in 
Trafalgar Square last year the UBA 
clashed with the NF over the presence 
of black and mixed-race hooligans. 

The BNP has, in more recent times, 
attracted support from hooligan groups 
keen to defend their “British way of 


life”. Hooligans from Stoke City, 
Swansea, Blackburn, Burnley, Oldham, 
Halifax and Leeds have been BNP 
candidates or played influential roles in 
BNP branches. But like the NF in the 
past, there are few places where active 
support has extended beyond one or two 
keen people. And with the BNP striving 
to distance itself from violence, what 
racist hooligan violence that does occur 
tends to be unorganised or spontaneous. 

The initial trouble in Oldham in 
2001, caused by hundreds of Stoke City 
hooligans going through a largely Asian 
area, was not pre-planned. The Stoke 
hooligans had arrived in Oldham to 
settle a score with the FYC who had 
given them a beating the previous year. 
When Stoke City hooligans tried to 
repeat their action the following year 
there certainly was co-ordination, both 
between Stoke and Oldham hooligans 
and also with the full knowledge of the 
BNP leadership. On this occasion it 
took a huge police presence to contain 
the 350 Stoke hooligans and divert 
them away from Asian areas. 

Football hooligans are always likely to 
be involved in local racial disturbances 
because they draw supporters from 
those working-class communities that 
are likely to be involved in trouble. 
However, it is also true that the role of 
organised fascists has often been 
exaggerated. The NF was not 
responsible for the Heysel disaster or 
the riots at Birmingham City in 1985. 
Certainly in the latter instance there 
were NF supporters among the Leeds 
Service Crew but it was a football affair, 
an end of season match with both clubs 
in with a promotion chance and two of 
the country’s leading hooligan gangs. 
C18 did not cause the Dublin football 
riot though of course its extreme 
nationalist and pro-Loyalist links gave 
it an aura with which some hooligans 
liked to associated themselves. 

Racism within football, and among 
hooligan gangs, reflects society at large. 
As the general and overt racism subsided 
in some of our larger cities in the early 
1980s, so the racism and influence of 
fascists within hooligans gangs waned. 
As racism rises now, in the form of 
Islamophobia and hysteria over asylum 
seekers, and the BNP gains support, so 
racism within the gangs will increase. But 
this racism is perhaps more selective these 
days rather than simply white on black. 

Blaming fascist groups for every 
outbreak of hooliganism is not only 
simply wrong but deflects from 
addressing the real issues of a drink and 
fight culture that creates hooliganism 
and racism within society at large. 
That said, where the BNP is strong, so 
some football hooligans are likely to be 
drawn to their ranks, = 


Football hooliganism and racism 





Burnley hooligans behind town’s 
racial problems 


THE SUMMER OF 2001 is widely rem- 
embered for the series of supposedly 
“Asian” riots in northern England. 
Oldham, Burnley and Bradford erupted 
in violence and their legacy is still 
present today. However, as is now 
abundantly clear, racist football ho- 
oligans played a significant role in the 
violence. In 2003 Searchlight revealed 
the role of the Fine Young Casuals in 
triggering the Oldham riots. Now, it 
appears, the Burnley hooligans were 
central to their disturbances. 

Burnley has a long and proud foot- 
balling history but it has also a long 
record of football disorder. Since the 
1960s violence has accompanied 
Burnley FC. 

In 1985 the Burnley Suicide Squad 
was formed, its name derived from 
Middle Eastern suicide bombers, and 
the idea of suicide attacks on rivals 
quickly became attractive. 

Never in the top league of football 
gangs, the Suicide Squad quickly 
earned itself a reputation for violence 
and a strong allegiance to following 
England abroad. 

By the late nineties, and in common 
with a national trend, a new generation 
of hooligans was emerging. Younger, 
more indiscriminate in their violence 
and less respectful of police than their 
elders, the Suicide Youth Squad hit the 
headlines when 300 rioted at an away 
match at Preston. 

Over the next two years they caused 
trouble around the country, often 
attracting 200 youths aged 16 to 22. 
The start of the 2002/03 season saw an 
upsurge in violence. During a fight 
with Nottingham Forest fans in 
December 2002, 17-year-ol Nathan 
Shaw, from Nottingham, was hit by 
a bottle and later died in hospital. 
The town and both clubs were 
stunned and the police came under 
huge pressure to act, especially as 
a short time earlier an elderly woman 
died after she was struck by a flying 
object during another town centre 
fight. Why, some wondered, after so 
many years of monitoring the ho- 
oligans, did the police simply not seem 
to know who these younger trouble- 
makers were? 

In the immediate aftermath of Shaw's 





death, the local police Chief Inspector 
promised to crack down hard on the 
hooligans. “| want to hurt hooligans and 
to let everyone else know that we are 
hurting them,’ Chief Inspector Richard 
Morgan told the media. “We also want 
to build intelligence so that we can hurt 
them in the future. There is no escape 
for you.’ 

Operation Fixture was born and 
over the next 12 months £50,000 of 
Home Office funding enabled the 
police to investigate the youth mob. 
Their report was startling though 
hardly unexpected. 

“A minority of racist thugs affiliating 
themselves to Burnley FC were posing 
a threat of disorder which reached far 
beyond the arena of football. The so- 
called ‘Burnley Youth’ were engaged in 
organised and spontaneous violence 
on match days in and around town 
centre pubs where the negative impact 
on public reassurance was often 
dramatic. The wider threat included 
their potential involvement in the ever- 
present risk of large-scale disorder 
between Asian heritage and white 
offenders in the Burnley area. During 
the riots of summer 2001 a significant 
proportion of the white offenders were 
known football hooligans. 

“The racist threat: 

The hooligan element at Burnley is 
overtly racist and holds extreme right 
wing views that present an ongoing 
threat of disorder in the town. Evidence 
to support this statement includes: the 
key involvement of known hooligans 
during the riots of 2001 and 
intelligence that Chelsea and Burnley 
hooligans agreed and planned a joint 
attack on Asians in Burnley in 
September 2001 during a friendly 
fixture. A major policing operation 
involving more than 300 officers was 
required to prevent disorder. There was 
Intelligence that Stoke and Burnley 
hooligans agreed and planned a joint 
attack on Asians in Burnley in 2002. 
A vicious, alcohol-fuelled attack on 
Asian taxi drivers in Burnley followed 
the Sweden game during the 2002 
World Cup. There are racist and 
inflammatory entries on the Burnley 
hooligan website, ‘burnleylads.com, 
and there have been numerous arrests 


for racist chanting and a notable arrest 
of a prominent member of the Burnley 
Youth for Nazi saluting at Tottenham 
fans. On arrest the offender's bedroom 
was found to be a shrine to the 
National Front and BNP’ 

In late June 2001 Burnley erupted 
into racial violence. While most of the 
media concentrated on the role of 
Asians in the trouble, there was also 
considerable violence from some in 
the white community. While the Asians 
targeted most of their violence against 
the police, the local whites attacked 
Asians and their property. “A significant 
proportion of the white offenders were 
known football hooligans.’ 

One man jailed for 3 years for his 
part in the trouble was Andrew Porter, 
the self-proclaimed leader of the 
Suicide Squad. 

There was further racial violence in 
June 2002, following England’s World 
Cup match with Sweden. As the final 
whistle blew on what was another 
disappointing England performance, 
many Burnley hooligans attacked 
Asian taxi drivers before turning on 
the police. As the police report noted, 
there was also an attempted link 
up with hooligans from Chelsea 
(September 2001) and Stoke City 
(2002) to attack Asians in the town. 
The trouble at the Stoke match was 
only prevented through a massive 
police operation costing £50,000 and 
involving 250 officers. 

One member of the SYS who received 
most media attention was Luke Smith. 
A convicted hooligan, he was elected as 
a BNP councillor in May 2003 at the age 
of just twenty-one. His tenure in office 
was not to last long as four months later 
he glassed the Leeds BNP organiser 
during a fight at the party's annual 
festival in the neighbouring countryside. 
Smith resigned as a councillor and the 
BNP was hammered in the by-election. 
He went on to be banned from town 
centre pubs after further trouble. 

Operation Fixture has had a 
dramatic impact on hooliganism at 
Burnley. Over 100 Burnley hooligans 
have been convicted and/or banned 
from football grounds as a result, 
making it one of the biggest 
operations in the country. ~= 





Other clubs where racism 
and fascism are a problem 
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The Villa Hardcore was formed in the mid-1980s and soon established itself 
as a racist mob with strong fascist and loyalist leanings. This is somewhat of 
a surprise given Villa's multiracial fan base and playing staff. They replaced 
two earlier mobs, the Steamers and C Crew, in both of which there were 
many black lads. 

The leader of the Hardcore is Stephen Fowler, who was recently 
imprisoned for fighting Chelsea fans in London. Another well known Villa 
hooligan is Neil Keilty, once linked with the National Front and Combat but 
more recently with the BNP. 
Villa travel with England in large numbers and have clashed with 
multiracial firms such as Huddersfield solely because of the presence of 
black hooligans. 








SLACK BURN 

The Blackburn hooligan gang, the Blackburn Youth, has been the mainstay 
f the local British National Party branch. More than 20 hooligans attended 

the launch of Blackburn BNP. 

Over the past couple of years Blackburn's hooligan group have formed a 

iendship with Oldham's Fine Young Casuals because of their shared right- 

ing affiliations. However, Oldham's fierce football and town rivalry with 

urnley means they have nothing but hatred for the Burnley Suicide Squad. 





ury has a small and largely inactive hooligan group (Interchange Riot 
Squad) but racism is rife among a minority of fans. At a match against 
Torquay the club's player-manager, Andy Preece, was racially abused by a 
small section of his own supporters. 

“| think it’s been going on for a while now/’he said later. “One of the 
players’ girlfriends has been spat at. His brother has been beaten up — and 
this is by Bury fans’ 

This was not an isolated incident. One match against Bournemouth even 
saw the group behind the racist chanting allegedly turn up wearing white 
boiler suits with racist stencilling on them, 

While it is impossible to state who these few perpetrators are, the relevant 
newspaper articles are on the small Bury hooligan website. 





Brava 
The Charlton “B Mob" has been one of the few hooligan groups openly 
aligned to nazi politics. Formed in the early 1980s and with its support 
drawn from skinhead and scooter gangs, the B Mob was initially linked to 
the British Movement (BM) and more recently with the BNP. 
Through these fascist organisations the B Mob quickly established links 
ith like-minded hooligans at Leeds, Chelsea, Dundee, Feyenoord and 
asgow Rangers. 
The B Mob declined in the early 1990s but re-emerged later in the 
decade, although the imprisonment of many of its top faces after a fight 
ith Southampton at Maze Hill station in November 2001 virtually killed off 











inks between Oldham’ Fine Young Casuals and fascist groups have 
been well documented in Searchlight. The FYC website once boasted that 
they were the most racist mob in the country and that is probably correct. 
At their height up to 20 FYC would travel to Combat 18 events around 
the country and a similar number were involved in the BNP 
Several FYC members were sent to prison for an incident which police 
said “triggered” the Oldham race riots in 2001. 








Football hooliganism and racism 


FRANCE 

The main hooligan gangs in France are found at Paris Saint-Germain (PSG), 
where the Kop of Boulogne, Boulogne Boys and Paris Casual Firm occupy the 
Boulogne end of the ground. 

Supporters on the Boulogne end terraces (mainly nationalist since the club 
was formed) have always been a target for right-wing recruitment. The neo-nazi 
Parti Nationaliste Francais et Européen (PNFE), the nazi boneheads of the 
Jeunesses Nationalistes Révolutionnaires NR) and the Front National Jeunesse 
(FNJ) have all tried to implant themselves there long-term but have never quite 
managed it. Fans who are members of extreme right-wing organisations are not 
unwelcome but it is seen as unseemly to dish out propaganda on the terraces. 
Everyone just gathers around the tricolour and the Celtic cross. Nevertheless, 
activists of the Identitaires and the FNJ can be seen there. PSG's fascist hooligan 
element uses English hooligans as their model. 

Paris hooligans have their origins in France's first big football clash at the 1984 
France-England match at the Parc des Princes in Paris. At this match, 

French nationalist fans from Paris and gangs of fascist boneheads met up to 
launch violent forays against English hooligans and fans. 

There have been many incidents involving fascist hooligans at the Parc des 
Princes, The PSG club administration did try to solve the problem of hooliganism 
at their club — by taking on veteran skinheads and hooligans as stewards! 

In recent times, the Boulogne end has reimposed its dominance at PSG, 
overcoming other non-racist and apolitical fan groups (the Auteil end, Lutce 
Falco, Tigris). 

Other right-wing hooligan mobs in France include the Bad Gones of Lyon 
(‘Bad Gonads”), who in December 2004 attacked an anti-fascist rally. 

They have links with Real Madrid's nazi Ultra Sur hooligan gang. 

The Bad Gones battle it out regularly with St Etienne fans, who are seen as 

Lyon's derby rivals and who are generally anti-racist. 





GERMANY 

In early September over 400 German 
hooligans ran amok during an international 
friendly in Slovakia. Neo-nazi hooligans and 
extreme nationalists caused much of it. 

The German newspaper Tagesspiegel 
wrote: “Many came from Leipzig, Halle and 
Dresden and drew attention to themselves 
during the match with their nazi remarks" 
Much of the racist chanting was aimed at 
their own country’s player, Patrick 
Owomoyela. 

Nazi songs were sung on the terraces 
during and after the match and were clearly 
audible on television. 

This was only the latest in a series of 
incidents surrounding the national side. 
Tunisian fans were the object of racist abuse 
from Germans on 18 June 2005 while 
watching the FIFA Confederations Cup match 
between Tunisia and Germany on a big 
screen at the Media Park in Cologne. 

Other German internationals beset by 
racist, nazi and hooligan problems included 
those against the Netherlands (1996), Poland 
(1996) and Yugoslavia in the World Cup in 
France in 1998, Racist chanting by travelling 
German fans was also heard earlier this year 
when Germany played Slovenia in Celje. 


Open displays of racist or fascist behaviour have 
now become a rarity in British football, certainly 


ona large scale. However, on the continent, racism 
and fascist activity is rife. 


SPAIN 

The racist chanting by a couple of thousand supporters that 
accompanied England's friendly match in Spain in November 2004 
focused international attention on a deep-rooted problem. Like in Italy, 
fascism in Spain has left a lasting legacy in society at large and in many 
football stadiums. 

Even more shocking than the monkey chanting aimed at English 
players was the apparent indifference to racist remarks made by Spain's 
coach Luis Aragones, who called Arsenal striker Thierry Henry a 
“black shit” and fellow striker Reyes “a gypsy’. 

Racism and open fascist activity are rife in many Spanish stadiums, 
including the Bernabeu, home of Real Madrid, where the nazi Ultra Sur 
hooligan gang are dominant and officially embraced by the club. 

In the immediate aftermath of the England match the Spanish 
Football Federation promised to crack down on racism but many 
were unimpressed. Osasuna’s Uruguayan international striker 
Richard Morales was one of those who spoke out: “They talk a lot but 
do nothing’. 

His views were backed by Eduardo Iturralde Gonzalez, a leading 
Spanish referee. “Those people who should be facing up to this 
problem are not doing so and it is a big problem’, he said. 

“Of course | notice it when | am on the pitch. You hear everything 
there. And I'll tell you one thing, the day a black player decides to walk 
off the pitch I'l go with him. No one is doing anything to find 
solutions to this problem!’ 

This September, Malaga was fined for the racist behaviour of some of 
its fans during the visit of Espanyol. But like Athletico Madrid, Albacete 
and Getafe before them, Malaga were only fined 600 (£400). 


POLAND 

Racism and antisemitism are widespread 
in Polish football and many of the main 
hooligan groups are linked to fascist and 
extreme-right organisations. In many 
clubs these hooligan groups have 
infiltrated the main supporters’ groups and 
until recently the problem was largely 
ignored by the authorities. 

A turning point came during the opening 
match of the current season when a match 
between Kolporter Korona Kielce and 
Cracovia Krakow saw a group of racists 
abuse their own team’s player, Brazilian born 
Hernani. 

The incidents provoked a huge national 
outcry and the anti-fascist organisation 
Never Again, who have been working 
tirelessly in Poland and Eastern Europe, 
lobbied players, officials and famous 
personalities to make a stand against racism. 
They also contacted Korona Kielce to assist 
them in the future with practical steps that 
the club could take to combat the problem. 

At the club's next match, photos of the 
fascists responsible for the chanting were 
displayed at the entrance to the stadium in 
a bid to block their entry. The players 
emerged onto the pitch wearing Never 
Again's campaign slogan “Let's kick racism 
out of football” T-shirts. The once silent 
majority fans now sing anti-racist chants 
and support their Brazilian star, Hernami. 
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THE NETHERLANDS 

During the 1980s right-wing extremism was a common phenomenon on the 
Dutch terraces. Several fascists played a prominent part in the violent hooligan 
groups, such as Ton Hoogduin, former bodyguard of the right-wing leader Hans 
Janmaat. Another key player who remains active is Eite Homan, then from the 
Aktiefront Nationale Socialisten, now the Racial Volunteer Force, who tried to recruit 
supporters from FC Groningen. 

Racist chants against black players were more common than the exception, but at 
the start of the 1990s the Dutch authorities came down hard on hooligans and racists. 
In addition clubs and players themselves and supporters’ groups organised anti-racist 
initiatives and in the course of the 1990s racism and organised right-wing extremism 
almost disappeared from the stadiums. The changing composition of supporters’ 
groups, which now included more ethnic minority people such as Surinamese, 
Moluccans and Antillians, ensured that racism was no longer accepted on the terraces, 

However, antiJewish chants against supporters from Ajax, who for a mythical 
reason portray themselves as Jews’, remain common. It is not so much 
antisemitism as a competition in identity, especially between Ajax and Feyenoord 
supporters. However awful the sound of gas in a full stadium sounds, there is no 
organised right-wing or neo-nazi group behind it. 

Last year one of the former leaders of Storm Front Nederland tried to organise the 
various violent hooligans on political lines in the Combat Hooligan Brigade but failed 
dramatically. The historical and local differences between groups are far too great. 


ROMANIA 


ITALY 

Fascism has been an integral element 
within some Ultra groups dating back 
from the late 1970s when left-wing and 
right-wing terrorists took their battles from 
the streets into the football stadiums. 
Clubs with fascist Ultra groups include the 
Venato, Inter Milan and above all Lazio. 

At Lazio they are organised around the 
Irriducibilli (SS Lazio). The Irriducibili were 
formed in 1987 and within a few years 
were the most prominent Ultra group at 
the club, with a following of thousands. 

Lazio draws its support from outlying 
areas of Rome, in much the same way as 
Mussolini did in the 1930s. As a result the 
Irriducibilli have strong and overt fascist 
leanings, and several fascist councillors on 
Rome city council came from the terraces. 

The Rome derby is among the most 
violent in the world. In 1985, two policemen 
were stabbed when trying to disarm a fan. 
At one recent match Lazio attacked their 
Roma rivals with sticks, flares and knives, but 
the Rome Ultras retaliated with axes, knives 
and belts. Two television cameramen were 
hit and their cameras destroyed during the 
fighting. A match in October 2002 saw 
Molotov cocktails thrown and the police 
using tear-gas to control the factions. 

Lazio Ultras have a strong influence 
over the club. They run transport to away 
matches and control displays within the 
ground, A bad run of performances led to 
500 Ultras threatening Lazio players at the 
club's training ground. 

In 2004 Lazio striker Paolo Di Canio, 
who previously played in England, was 
fined for making a fascist salute to the 
crowd during Lazio's derby win over 
Rome in January 2004. 

Following mass displays of racism at a 
European game against FK Partizan 
Belgrade, Lazio were fined by UEFA. 

This season Lazio's President was forced 
to apologise over racist chanting at his 
side's match against Messina. 


Romanian football is riddled with sympathy for the extreme right from the boardroom to the terraces. Anti-black racism is 


increasingly being heard but the main problem remains anti-Gypsy racism. 


In 2002 Dinamo Bucuresti fans at a match against Rapid Bucharest displayed a banner reading “More Tigane” (Death to Gypsies). 
The April derby between FC Steaua and Rapid Bucharest in Bucharest was marred by racist and anti-Gypsy chanting, because 
many of Rapid’s fans come from the Roma community. One banner read ‘One million crows, one solution: Antonescu” 
In Romanian crows is a derogatory term for Roma and black players, and Maresal Antonescu was responsible for the death of 


thousands of Jews and Roma during the Second World War. 


The Steaua stadium speaker who called the Rapid coach Razvan Lucescu a “miserable Gypsy” was fined 20m Romanian lei 


(£380), while FC Steaua Bucharest was fined 40m lei. 


Before the game Gigi Becali, president of FC Steaua, declared that he would beat up the former owner of Rapid, a member of 


the present Romanian government, if he dared to come to the game. 


Valeriu Nicolae, of the European Roma Information Office, accused Becali of openly supporting the extreme-right organisation 
Noua Dreapta. Its website describes the Roma as “a subhuman group which steal our bread, replace our traditions, mug our 


brothers and kill our parents’ 


Also in April 2005 Antonie Solomon, mayor of Craiova, blamed the black and Roma players of FC Universitatea Craiova for the 
club's poor position. In an interview with Realitatae TV he said: “With all those players recruited over the internet and all these 
crows — which if] put them in the zoo and showed them to kids saying look at the monkeys, they wouldn't see any difference’ 
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Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 
[1@) sfo).< (oles sieveaccele laa) 
BB4 4WT 


Bolton Against Racism 
(ofey en\\Verere Siugciaie isielicolg) sie) 11 B)g 
www.boltonagainstracism.org.uk 
Halcl@lerelieelarlerliamiucrarainelce yl. 


Burnley Against Fascism 
PO Box 358, Burnley, 
BB11 2WA 


Bury Against Racism/ 
United Against Fascism 
karen.evans@virgin.net 
Tel: 07974 400183 


Hyndburn Against Racism 
Hyndburn-against-racism@fsmail.net 


Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 
c/o TGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 


Oldham United Against Racism 
c/o Oldham Law Centre, 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 
Oldham OL1 1ED 


Pendle UAF 
PO Box 2027 
Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 


Ribble Valley Against Racism 
PO Box 95, Whalley, 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
WVAWAWA c=] 0) (6 HULG 


Rochdale United Against Fascism 


Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

65 Hunter Road 

Marsh Green, Wigan WN5 OPX 
waluar@blueyonder.co.uk 


Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 
Bradford TUC-AFC 

c/o 17-21 Chapel St, 

isigclelcejge| 5) BN) 1B) if 

Elia el g-celielgeluu(ece)ceriul.g 


Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 


c/o GMB Clifton House, Clifton Road, 


Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
calderdaleunity@yahoo.co.uk 


Keighley Together 
keighleytogether@yahoo.co.uk 


Kirklees Unity 

PO Box 310, Huddersfield HD1 3YU 
Tel: 0787 5588850 
kirkleesunity@yahoo.co.uk 


Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LS16 5BG 
leedsunity@hushmail.com 


Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 
c/o Sheffield TUC, 


Sheffield S2 2TG 


Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 
PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 


York Unite Against Fascism 
Welddurli@lateluaar-l|Maent] 





Broxbourne Against Racism 
PO Box 13679, London N1 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 


South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 
1@ Ml stop. ai WoW Aon |)K0) (0 (Gio) 0) ( 





Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unemployed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
‘Chesterfield $40 1JR 
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Dudley Unite Against Fascism 
PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
folurel(n@elrla cael lialiayelalinyaalaie 


Sandwell UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
sandwell@blackcountryunity.net 


Wolverhampton, cer 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 

el Wclaarelan/ eye) 

Nive) ess ae eq@lelaley 


Walsall UAF 

PO Box 9302, Sescehiuit 

Tel: 07712 683023 
walsall@blackcountryunity. 


Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 


Northamptonshire 
Unite Against Racism 
ole \isin@ Viator Gales ell nee 


- Wellingborough NN8 1HT 


Haiver@laeyatarciaa e1eclarialiccuccrenelce 6 


North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk 



















Barking & Dagenham and Havering 
Together 

The Labour Hall, Tenterden Road 
Dagenham RM8 10A 

Tel: 07759 660230 


Enfield UAF 
07812 179856 enfielduaf@coolift.com 
WAWAVAcinlitcielelaiccrlel-llainchiaipanaenel 


Redbridge and Epping Together 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
I= Hi OVAlAs) 010) 074010) 














Gateshead Against the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street, Gateshead NE8 1AY 
Tel: 0191-477-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 


Sunderland Coalition 

Against Racism and Fascism 

fo/fot U)alkxol ay @li nraconmsi¥)avelclar-lavollsic-larea) 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 


Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 
c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 

WA, exere| lates scer-(e| 
Middlesbrough T$1 3BH 


Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
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Antisemite interviewed on TV 
about Israel’s Gaza pullout 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


A TELEVISION PROGRAMME broadcast in 
three countries refused to explain why it 
invited a Swedish antisemite and Holocaust 
denier to talk about the impending Israeli 
evacuation of the Gaza Strip. 

The German-language _ television 
channel 3sat, invited Israel Shamir to 
appear on Kulturzeit on 17 August. The 
programme goes out in Austria, Germany 
and Switzerland. Shamir, who changed 
his name to Joran Jermas in 2001 but still 
uses the name Shamir as a freelance 
journalist and author, has made a career 
as a_ professional “anti-Zionist” and 
publishes rabid Holocaust denial material 
on his website. 

When a journalist asked 3sat, which is 
funded by public service broadcasting 
institutions in the three countries that 
received the programme, why it invited 
him, the only reply was a claim that Shamir 
had not said anything antisemitic. But the 
next day the interview had been deleted 
from 3sat's website and the journalist was 
told Shamir would not be invited to 
appear again. 

Shamir first came to attention in June 
2001 when Unesco invited him to a 
conference in Paris on the “Question of 
Palestine” In February 2005 Lord Ahmed 
hosted a book launch for him at the House 
of Lords, which attracted controversy in 
the British media. Soon afterwards Fritz 
Edlinger, the former representative of the 
Austrian Social Democrats on the Socialist 
International's Middle East Committee, 
published Shamir’s book, Flowers of Galilee, 
in Vienna. 

Why, then, did 3sat invite him? 
The answer remains unclear but it was 
probably one or more of journalistic 
antisemitism, lack of professional ethics 
and nepotism. It is a measure of the bad 
political atmosphere in Austria that apart 
from the Vienna weekly New, not one 
mainstream media outlet published or 
broadcast a word about Shamir. 

One of Shamir's major sources is Kevin 
MacDonald, Professor of Evolutionary 
Psychology at California State University in 
Long Beach. MacDonald is associated with 
white supremacists and is a frequent 
contributor to the right-wing journal The 
Occidental Quarterly. His most recent book, 
The Culture of Critique, categorises a variety 


of historical movements as attempts to 
facilitate or establish Jewish domination 
over non-Jewish populations. For example, 
MacDonald accuses the American school 
of anthropological thought founded by 
Franz Boas, and left-wing movements such 
as the Frankfurt School in sociology, of 
stigmatising antisemitism as a pathological 
condition. At the same time he charges 
Freudian psychoanalysis with declaring 
“psychoanalytic intellectual war on Gentile 
culture’ itself 

Communism, says MacDonald, was an ex- 
ercise in ethnic warfare perpetrated by 
Jews against the peoples of Eastern Europe. 
To back up this spurious nonsense, Mac- 
Donald produces a profoundly distorted 
reading of David Irving's notoriously shod- 
dy history of the 1956 uprising in Hungary: 
“Not only were Jewish Communist Party 
functionaries and economic managers eco- 
nomically dominant, they also appear to have 
had fairly unrestricted access to gentile fe- 
males working under them — partly as a 
result of the poverty to which the vast 
majority of the population had descended, 
and partly because of specific government 
policies designed to undermine traditional 
sexual mores by, for example, paying women 
to have illegitimate children ... The 
domination of the Hungarian communist 
Jewish bureaucracy thus appears to have had 
overtones of sexual and reproductive 
domination of gentiles in which Jewish males 
were able to have disproportionate sexual 
access to gentile females.” 

Although this is madness, there is method 
in it. In the USA, according to MacDonald, 
Jews use their position of cultural dominance 
to prevent’Gentile European Americans’from 
recognising their own ethnic group inter- 
est. This, he claims, is done by promoting both 
the ideology of ‘radical individualism’and the 
ideology of multiculturalism and by ma- 
nipulating immigration policy to create an 
ethnically heterogeneous US population. 

MacDonald explicitly contends that “the 
continued existence of Judaism” is 
detrimental to the long-term stability of 
Western society. If catastrophic social 
collapse is to be averted, he believes, 
policies entailing “intense social controls” 
based on “ethnic group membership” will 
need to be implemented to achieve “parity 
between Jews and other ethnic groups" 











These policies, he openly declares, 
would include “a high level of 
discrimination against individual Jews for 
admission to universities or access to 
employment opportunities and even 
entail a large taxation on Jews to counter 
the Jewish advantage in the possession 
of wealth’: 

Shamir quotes MacDonald favourably 
several times in his writings and repeats his 
argument that, “the prominence of Jews in 
Western discourse causes the same sort of 
trouble that you would experience if you 
were to refuel your diesel car with petrol’ 

Both these two antisemites incite 
hostility toward Jews. But while 
MacDonald is openly hostile to the left, 
Shamir tries to influence it towards 
espousing antisemitism, writing: “The US 
Jews made their covenant with the 
American ruling class ... The left, and in 
particular the Marxist left, strives to 
overthrow the ruling classes and create the 
society of equality. There is no way to 
achieve it without a concerted antiJewish 
effort ... From this point of view, Lyndon La 
Rouche the Democrat and [Pat] Buchanan 
the Republican should be supported in 
their fight against the Jewish Lobby! 

Although Arab activists exposed Shamir 
as an antisemitic bigot in 2001 in the USA, 
he is on the board of the Ramallah-based 
organisation Deir Yassin Remembered 
(DYR), together with the prominent 
Palestinian politician Hanan Ashrawi. One 
of DYR's directors is Paul Eisen, whose 
article in favour of the nazi and Holocaust 
denier Ernst ZUndel is published on 
Shamir's website. The article states that the 
Holocaust is the “primary arm" of 
‘organized world Jewry” and suggests: 
“Perhaps Palestinians should consider 
lobbing a few stones in that direction. 
Perhaps we all should” 

In a letter published in the socialist press 
in 1890, the German socialist philosopher 
Friedrich Engels stressed that antisemitism 
was no more than a reactionary move- 
ment of decaying, retrograde social 
groups against modern society. 

Engels added that it serves only 
reactionary purposes underneath its 
“socialist” disguise and urged its rejection. 
Unfortunately, antisemitism was allowed 
to penetrate the left and, hiding behind 
the mask of “anti-Zionism’, even became 
the official policy of several communist 
States after the Second World War, serving 
like classical antisemitism to distract 
attention from the failures of the system. 

To form an explicit or implicit alliance 
with white supremacists, racists and 
antisemites and to accept Holocaust 
denial in no way contributes to greater 
social equality. On the contrary, it is a big 
step in the direction of inhumanity. —<# 
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LOONY TUNES 


Colourful Gray has his day 


By Matthew 
Collins 





he remnants of Combat 18 

lost another friend last month 

when the UDA murdered 

Jim “Doris Day” Gray shortly 
after he was released on police bail. 
The former brigadier, who had a taste 
for the high life and colourful 
clothing, was dismissed or “stood 
down” by the Loyalist terror group 
earlier this year days before he was 
arrested by the Assets Recovery 
Agency, which was closing in on his 
drug empire, estimated at being worth 
some £250,000 per week (see 
Searchlight, July 2005). 

Gray was gunned down while, 
conveniently, the rest of the UDA 
leadership were having a high profile 
meeting in a south Belfast bar. 

Since Gray’s murder, the Irish press 
have claimed in great detail that Gray 
was a paedophile who spent his 
holidays touring Thai bars and clubs in 
a search for sex with young boys, even 
taking his son with him. On one such 
trip his son died in a bar after taking a 
heroin overdose. In a play on the 
infamous UDA slogan about loyalty, 
graffiti in Belfast celebrating Gray’s 
murder, coldly mocked. “His only crime 
was toiletries”. The UDA warned its 
members and supporters not to attend 
Gray’s funeral. 

Gray’s murder will have bought 
some delight to his former colleague 
and sworn enemy Johnny “Mad Dog” 
Adair, who fled Belfast earlier this 
year. Sources in Belfast claim that 
Adair, supposedly in hiding in Bolton 
on the English mainland, may be 
planning another lightening return to 
the province to gloat over Gray’s 
death despite UDA death threats 
against him. 

Adair was due to be sentenced 
last month for assaulting his wife Gina 
at their Bolton home in September. 
Any sentence he was given would have 
been on top of the restraining order 
placed on him recently after an outbreak 
of feuding among other loyalists on the 
run in northwest England. 


The 20-strong group of UDA 
members, including Adair’s wife 
who fled to Bolton in 2003 after 
murderous feuding in Belfast, have 
recently turned on themselves in an 
apparent disagreement over drugs 
proceeds. Rival gangs of former UDA 
members are attacking homes and 
property belonging to each other. 
One man was hospitalised after an 
attack in a launderette. 

The two gangs, known collectively as 
the Bolton Wanderers, as they are all on 
the run from Ulster terror chiefs, are 
also having to face up to threats of 
violence from mainland UDA members 
keen to make names for themselves. 
One of the key figures in the Bolton 
Wanderers has recently moved to 
Manchester and is under the protection 
of one of Manchester's most notorious 
crime families. It is in Manchester that 
the attacks on the remaining Wanderers 
are orchestrated. It is the reputation of 
the Manchester family, not the former 
UDA lieutenant, that keeps local UDA 
members out of town. 

The mainland group involved in the 
feuding seems hopelessly out of its 
depth against two gangs of men 
steeped with convictions for murder 
and serious terrorist activity. Added 
to that, many of the Wanderers were 
themselves heroes of leading main- 
land UDA figures at one stage. 
The mainland group suffered a blow 
earlier this year when Stanley Curry, 
a 47-year-old train driver from 
Birmingham, was sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for a failed plot to plant a 
bomb under the car of “Fat Jackie” 
Thompson, a former lieutenant in west 
Belfast UDA. 

While Belfast UDA bosses are happy 
to see their erstwhile former colleagues 
at each others’ throats, UDA leaders on 
the mainland are said to be increasingly 
uneasy about their own futures in the 
organisation. One of the main mainland 
UDA bosses is said to have sought 
assurances that he was still safe to 
go there. 


Vigilance required over 
vigilantes 

The National Front used to live by the 
maxim that any publicity was good 
publicity. Given that-in its 38 years its 
members have been implicated in race 
attacks, racist murders, bomb plots, 
gun-running, drug dealing and rape 
among a wide-ranging myriad of 
criminal activity, it was a rule they had 
to ashamedly abide by. 

Even during its peaks, troughs and 
internal squabbles, the NF’s local 
organisers were always instructed to 
keep the party in the news by any 
means necessary. Often local newspaper 
editors, faced with choosing between a 
front page exclusive about a man with a 
vegetable that resembles a celebrity and 
the opportunity to enhance and 
scaremonger on behalf of the NF (based 
on little more than a press release that 
wormed its way onto his or her desk) 
have chosen the latter. 

Last month, the Manchester Evening 
News, which one can hardly describe as 
the paper of a mere provincial back- 
water, ran a story about the NF going 
on a recruitment drive in the city, and 
how it was going to set up teams of 
vigilantes “four or five strong” to patrol 
chosen areas of the city. 

The NF had by all accounts leafleted 
homes, offices and car windscreens in 
a bid to recruit people to its scheme. 
An informed local resident suggests not 
unreasonably, that all these cars, offices 
and homes were in the same road as the 
MEN offices, and that the MEN would 
do well to remember that five 
supporters was all that the NF could 
muster a couple of months ago for a 
national demonstration against the 
city’s Gay Pride Parade. The paper went 
on to say that Special Branch “is 
investigating”, but the SB is more 
probably just giggling at the sheer 
combined gullibility of the Manchester 
Evening News and the absolute 
desperation of the Front. 

The NF endeared itself to its tiny 
membership even further last month by 
giving the wrong date for its Annual 
Conference. Members were initially 
told the event would take place on 
10 October (a Monday) before a hastily 
dispatched update revised the date of 
the grand occasion to 8 October 
(Saturday). Most members received 
their update sometime late on the 
Saturday morning itself. 


Would-be fiihrer left fuming 

The final, tribute edition of Spearhead, 
the long-running magazine of the 
British National Party’s founder John 
Tyndall, who passed away in July, has 
been despatched by his remaining 
supporters. Enclosed was a letter from 


Jmonds in full flow * 
» DY Wile a leliiaatel al 


the man whom many feel should have 
been Tyndall’s heir apparent as BNP 
leader, Richard Edmonds. He and 
Tyndall’s other closest friends and 
comrades made the decision to bury 
Britain's longest running hate journal. 
Spearhead, they decided, is never to rise 
like the proverbial phoenix from the 
ashes, despite many clambering to take 
over the reins and its no doubt healthy 
subscription list. 

Among the most disappointed will be 
Steven Smith, the disgruntled former 
Burnley BNP leader who sided with 
Tyndall in his dispute with the BNP in 
his later years and wrote extensively for 
the magazine, and Eddy Morrison, 
Tyndall’s erstwhile and _ occasional 
colleague. Morrison recently split from 
another new party to form the British 
People’s Party. 

Morrison had been hoping to run an 
organisation numerically greater than 
his usual tiny efforts and edit a 
magazine that, unlike him, has been one 
of the few dependable characteristics 
of the far right. He began his quest 
by asking those closest to the Tyndall 
family to pass to him Spearheaa's 
substantial mailing lists. He was 
apparently perplexed to receive no 
response. 

Searchlight understands that those 
around the Tyndall family took 
particular exception to Morrison’s 
constant formation of parties and 
support groups while Tyndall was still 
keen to pursue his battle against the 
BNP leadership. After some discussion, 
they decided that Spearhead should 
remain the intellectual property of 
‘Tyndall’s estate. 

Writing on the issue, Britain’s most 
eager would-be fiihrer, took issue with 
those closest to Tyndall: “We have been 
told that the last issue of Spearhead will 
be the last. We were told originally we 
could keep it going. Nobody knows what 
JT would have wanted. He never made a 
statement about it ... Anyway — it’s not 
going to happen. After 40 years it has 





been buried with John Tyndall. It was 
not for us to decide though we did 
express an opinion it should continue.” 

Shall we ever again read of “Jews 
feeding like maggots off the corpse of 
the white race”? 


BNP gets abreast of its beauty 
problem 

The Stormfront forum, most favoured 
by BNP sycophants and other racists 
and nazis, missed a fascinating story for 
its news page last month. For some 
reason, both it and the BNP website 
failed to mention the story of Sheridan 
Clegg, wife of Heath Clegg, a former 
chairman of Halifax BNP. Mrs Clegg 
claims she felt so unattractive that 
she could not bear to sleep with Heath 
until a cable television channel stumped 
up a whopping 440,000 to give her 
among other things, eyelid reduction, 
liposuction and size 34D breasts. 

Mrs Clegg will tell viewers this 
month how poor old Heath had to go 
up for up to three months without sex 
and how she would wear pyjamas to 
bed. Heath must have been in a state of 
confusion, as she also told Reveal 
magazine, “As soon as Heath got home 
I'd make him strip off”. Alas for 
poor Heath, it was not desire but 
because she had developed an obsession 
for cleanliness. 

How boob-jobs and tummy-tucks fit 
in with the BNP’s image and its 
obsessive quest for personal privacy is 
unclear. The party has certainly come a 
long way since the days when Tyndall 
wrote about how he only allowed Mrs 
Tyndall to wear trousers for such tasks 
as cleaning. Surely he would turn in his 
grave to hear Mrs Clegg tell all about 
how she and lucky Heath are “at it” 
these days like “when we first met”. 

Worse still, how would JT react to the 
selling of the BNP “Free speech” 
wristband on eBay by such luminaries 
as “maldonmuffdiver”. Apparently, it is 
people like you and I who are voting 
BNP! ~ 
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‘sia: Antisemitism surges in 2005 


By Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


DURING THE commemoration of the 
liberation of the Auschwitz death 
camp in Poland in January this year, 
the website of the newspaper Rus’ 
pravoslavnaya (Orthodox Russia) 
published a petition signed by 500 
people (including 20 State Duma 
deputies) appealing to the 
Prosecutor-General to ban all religious 
and ethnic Jewish organisations in 
Russia. 

The petition provoked disgust and 
criticism from Jewish and human 
rights groups. President Vladimir 
Putin, speaking during the events at 
Auschwitz itself, publicly apologised 
to the world community and survivors 
for the existence of antisemitism in 
Russia. Several days later the petition 
was retracted but that was not the end 
of the story ... 

On 21 March another petition was 
lodged at the Prosecutor General’s 
Office. It carried the excruciatingly 
long-winded title, “Appeal to the 
Prosecutor General of Russian 
Federation, Vladimir Ustinov because 
of increasing use against Russian 
patriots of article 282 of the Criminal 
Code of Russian Federation 
(‘Stimulation of national hatred 
towards Jews’)” The text was more or 
less the same as the one in January. 

One difference was that the new 
petition formulated the demands 
much better and spearheaded them 
with a request to the Prosecutor- 
General's Office to investigate the 
Shulhan Arukh - a code of Jewish 
religious law compiled the 16th 
century - to ascertain whether it 
constitutes racist incitement and anti- 
Russian material. The petition also 
urged the authorities to examine the 
activities and structures of the two 
main Jewish umbrella groups in 
Russia, the Congress of Jewish 
Religious Organisations and Com- 
munities of Russia (KEROOR) and the 
Federation of Jewish Communities of 
Russia (FEOR), which have published 
the Shulhan Arukh and use it in Jewish 
religious schools. 

Over 5,000 people signed this 
appeal, including two _ leading 
figures in the Russian Orthodox 
Church and several editors of 








nationalist newspapers, some of whom 
have been prosecuted previously for 
xenophobia and antisemitism. These 
include Igor Kolodezenko, Alexander 
Turik, Stanislav Terentyev and Boris 
Mironov. As soon as the petition 


appeared, activists from the 
“For human rights” movement lodged 
their own demand with the Prosecutor- 
General for proceedings against 
the petition’s authors under the anti- 
racist Article 282 of the Russian 
Criminal Code. 

Incredibly, the authorities agreed to 
examine the Shulhan Arukh, although 
on 11 June Sergei Ulyanov, the Moscow 
District Prosecutor, rejected the demand 
to ban the holy book. He also refused to 
open any investigation into those 
behind the petition. 

With reference to Michail Nazarov, 
one of the petition’s initiators, the 
Prosecutor's office claimed there was 
no criminal act involved because 
“there was no direct incitement of 
hatred and no offence against any 
ethnic or religious group” This 
decision rendered Putin's apology at 
Auschwitz almost worthless. 

The Prosecutor’s decisions were 
based on enquiries by the director of 
an institute for preschool education, a 
psychologist with no expertise in 
history, religion and culture. Although 
the psychologist looked at the 
expressions used by Nazarov in 
the petition, such as a reference to 


“the morality of Jewish fascism” and a 
claim that the “aggression of Judaism 
is close to Satanism’, the Prosecutor 
concluded that the use of this florid 
antisemitic language was not enough 
reason to charge Nazarov for 
instigating national or racial hatred. 

The human rights activist Ruslan 
Linkov was told by the Prosecutor’s 
Office in St Petersburg that there was 
nothing offensive to Jews in Nazarov’'s 
use of the word “Yid”. Nazarov himself 
boasted to journalists that the 
decisions of the Prosecutors in 
Moscow and St Petersburg were a 
victory for him. 

There is no doubt that the failure 
of the Prosecutors to look at what 
is staring them in the face will set 
off another wave of antisemitic 
propaganda. Nazarov, getting more 
brazen by the minute, demanded on 
22 June that the Moscow district court 
should charge three rabbis, Alexander 
Shaievich, Zinovy Kogan and Berl 
Lazar, the President of the Russian 
Jewish Congress Boris Slutzker and 
the Director of the Moscow Bureau of 
Human Rights Alexander Brod, for 
offending his dignity and defaming 
his professional reputation. 

In August, journalists revealed that 
on 10 January, four days before the 
first antisemitic petition, the Russian 
Constitutional Court received an 
appeal from one Vladimir Griaznov 
urging that the Old Testament should 
be considered “a chauvinist and fascist 
document” and “propaganda for the 
superiority of the Jewish nation’. 
Griaznov went on to call for the 
forcible closure of all synagogues in 
Russia. This was not the first time he 
had lodged such an appeal. He did so 
in 2003 but both the Prosecutor 
General's Office and the Constitutional 
Court ignored him. 

Major political forces in Russia are 
playing the antisemitic card as part of 
their chase after votes. In the January 
petition, MPs from the Communist 
Party, the Liberal Democratic Party 
of Russia and the right-wing Rodina 
bloc all put their names down. 
These parties have not disowned 
the signatories. Indeed Rodina in 
St Petersburg officially backed the 


January petition two months after 
its launch. 

The fact that 2005 began with a 
barbaric antisemitic petition has led to 
numerous acts of vandalism and 
aggression against Jews in Russia. 
On the day the petition appeared, a 
group of youths attacked a Jewish 
family and two rabbis travelling with 
their children on the Moscow 
underground. One of the rabbis was 
seriously injured. 

By summer the violence had 
escalated. In July, the People’s Patriotic 
Party of Russia held a meeting in 
Kursk, ironically the scene of the 
defeat of Hitler’s Panzer armies in 
the Second World War, at which the 
main slogan was “Jews out!” Also in 
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July, nationalist extremists from the 
Slavic Union burned Jewish literature 
that had been arranged in the shape 
of a swastika. Soon afterwards, on 10 
July, unknown arsonists torched a 
Jewish religious centre in Penza. 

The vandalism continued in August. 
Antisemites desecrated Jewish cem- 
eteries in Tver and Smolensk, while 50 
gravestones at a cemetery in 
Dimitrovo-Cherkassakh were daubed 
with swastikas and a further eight 
smashed. Afterwards, antisemitic 


leaflets were pasted up all over the 
cemetery to demonstrate that the 
attack was well planned by people 
who were not merely hooligans. 
In another appalling incident, ten 
Jewish gravestones were shattered in 


Standing up 
against fascism 


Smolensk on the day when local 
people commemorated victims from 
the Jewish ghetto set up by the Nazis 
during the Holocaust. 

In spite of constant and 
understandable emigration, Russia 
still has one of the biggest Jewish 
communities in the world and around 
30% of Jews in Russia regard 
themselves as religious. While some 
of their leaders have praised Putin 
and his government for encouraging 
religious tolerance, human rights 
groups do not agree and are arguing 
ever more strongly that the 
authorities are failing miserably in 
their duty to bring to justice and 
convict the perpetrators of antisemitic 
and racist violence in Russia. ~~ 
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Could de Villiers succeed Le Pen? 


From Esbé for Reflexes and Antifa-Net in Paris 


THE NEXT FRENCH presidential 
election is scheduled for 2007. The role 
played by the President of the Republic 
makes this particular election a crucial 
one for all France’s political formations. 

Candidates, especially from the far 
right, are often quick to throw their hats 
into the ring. Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader 
of the Front National, for instance has 
the necessary funds and has already 
announced his candidature. But he still 
needs the signatures of 500 elected 
officials to get his name on the ballot 
paper. As the list of signatories is in the 
public domain, many elected officials 
are understandably reluctant to nail 
their flags to Le Pen’s mast, a factor 
that, unlike in 2002, might prevent him 
from standing. 

The FN’s volcanic fihrer has other 
worries too. Internal tensions in the 
party, which have been growing for 
several months, became consolidated at 
the beginning of September with the 
expulsion of Jacques Bompard, the FN’s 
last mayor of a town of any note, 
namely Orange in the Var region. 

Bompard has publicly distanced 
himself from Le Pen. He has accused 
Le Pen of driving the FN into an 
impasse, charged him with nepotism for 
supporting his daughter Marine within 
the party and criticised his provocative 
declarations on the Second World War. 










De Villiers celebrates 
election success 
>. 


Bompard has evidently not forgiven Le 
Pen’s refusal to make way for him, even 
though the mayor of Orange saw himself 
as the “candidate of the national right”. 

However, Le Pen’s main rival on the 
extreme right is not to be found within 
the ranks of the FN leadership, nor is it 
Nicolas Sarkozy, the Interior Minister, 
despite his open and unashamed 
attempts to seduce FN voters. A new 
applicant for the much coveted post of 
gatherer of “the right wing of the right” 
has emerged and is increasing his media 
profile: Philippe de Villiers, chairman of 
the Mouvement pour la France (MPF). 

Until recently, de Villiers, an MP for 
the Vendée, concentrated his political 
activity at the local level and on the 
European elections. Now, it seems, he 
wants to be the siren of “sovereigntism’, 
a French version of racist and populist 
patriotism that claims to be the only 
rampart against “globalisation” and for 
the defence of Christian Europe against 
the “Islamic threat”. 

De Villiers has been eyeing the FN’s 
place on the political chessboard. 
Though he is surrounded by former 
cadres of both the FN _ and 
Bruno Mégret’s Mouvement National 
Républicain and even by some more 
radical militants, de Villiers has no 
personal background on the extreme 
right but seems determined to supplant 
Le Pen in the right-wing camp. 

As a former Secretary of State and 
considered an eminently “respectable” 
landed gentleman strongly involved in 
the life of his region, de Villiers wears 
the mantle of an ardent defender of the 
traditional family and “the Catholic 
identity of France”. 

De Villiers seems to have many of the 
refined qualities that Le Pen all too 
evidently lacks. Le Pen, for instance, has 
no real experience of political power, 
even locally, and only survives politically 
and in the media by uttering sound bites 
that taste of racism and antisemitism. 

However, de Villiers has another more 
unpleasant side that revealed itself at the 
time of the EU constitution referendum 
in March 2005 with a vicious campaign 
against Turkish accession to the EU. 





His 2007 election programme is largely 
similar to that of the FN and includes 
restoration of the death penalty and firm 
opposition to immigration and “deviant” 
sexualities. De Villiers is every bit as 
reactionary and racist as those he wants 
to push aside. 

There are many people within the 
FN, especially the fundamentalist 
Catholics, who are the dominant and 
best organised current in the party, who 
are ready to follow de Villiers if Le Pen 
cannot stand. And several elected 
officials of the ruling Union pour un 
Mouvement Populaire (UMP) are 
looking for a more radical candidate 
than their own one. 

These factors make de Villiers a 
bigger danger larger than Le Pen. 
It is impossible to “diabolise” him 
without calling into question the 
immigration and law and order policies 
pursued by French governments for 
decades. His mainstream critics cannot 
wash their hands of these issues as they 
do when castigating Le Pen. 

In contrast to Le Pen, de Villiers will 
most certainly not be a_ political 
scarecrow that can be waved around 
frantically to drag a terrified electorate 
back to the bosom of the great parties of 
government. The so-called “republican 
anti-fascism” of these parties glibly 
summarises their own battle against the 
FN as a fight for the defence of 
democracy against “fascism”. However, 
these parties never examine their own 
responsibility for, and the causes of, the 
increases in the FN vote, namely 
massive social injustice and official 
policies that legitimise the FN’s ideas. 

This is proof, if ever it was needed, that 
republicanism and social democracy, 
which manage to combine economic 
liberalism with the most reactionary 
social policies imaginable, is hardly the 
best barrier to a fascism that dares not 
speak its name. For this reason, it is 
down to grass roots anti-fascists to 
show by their actions that another way of 
living is possible and prevent the likes 
of de Villiers and Le Pen from making 
the headway that the mainstream parties 
make available to them. ~= 





: Nazi money-go-round 
tales in British tax haven 


By Alfio Bernabei 


AN INVESTIGATION INTO the business 
empire of an Italian fascist accused of 
involvement in terrorist attacks 
that killed at least 20 people has 
thrown light on the way in which 
British tax havens can provide 
a potential springboard for the 
financing of fascist activities any- 
where in the world. 

Just as the Mafia and other criminal 
organisations make use of tax 
havens to hide the recycling and 
reinvestment of dirty money to 
expand their businesses, there is no 
reason to suppose that rich fascist 
activists might not use the same 
methods to siphon funds to their 
chosen outfits. 

Delfo Zorzi, a 58-year-old multi- 
millionaire businessman who now 
lives in the exclusive district of Ayoama 
in Tokyo, is one of the most famous of 
the Italian former terrorists who 
managed to make a fortune abroad 
while fleeing from Italian justice. 
Like Roberto Fiore, the fascist leader 
of Forza Nuova who set up a lucrative 
business in London while evading a 
long prison sentence in Italy, Zorzi did 
the same while on the run in Japan. 

Zorzi was one of the key figures in 
Ordine Nuovo, the Italian nazi fascist 
organisation set up in 1960 that took 
its name from Adolf Hitler’s Neue 
Ordnung (New Order), and adopted 
Julius Evola’s racist doctrine and 
a motto from the SS. It is widely 
suspected that it acted as one of the 
armed branches of Gladio, the 
clandestine European network that 
was part of the ClA-sponsored Cold 
War military set-up after the Second 
World War. 

During the so-called “strategy of 
tension’, which was an attempt to 
destabilise the country to provide a 
pretext for authoritarian intervention, 
Ordine Nuovo was investigated for 
dozens of killings. 

Zorzi received jail sentences for a 
number of neo-fascist attacks in the 
Veneto Region, northern Italy and was 
accused of the terrorist outrage in 
Piazza della Loggia in Brescia, 


northern Italy, that caused the death 
of eight people in 1974. Three years 
ago, as Searchlight reported at the 
time, he was given a life sentence for 
the bomb at the Banca dell’Agricoltura 
in Milan that killed 12 people in 
1969 (the outrage provided the 
background to Dario Fo’s play The 
Accidental Death of an Anarchist). 

A few months ago however Italy’s 
highest court acquitted Zorzi of this 
crime in a highly controversial and 
unconvincing verdict reached in spite 
of evidence that a large sum was paid 
to a witness and co-participant in the 
outrage who retracted his testimony 
(Searchlight, July 2005). 

How did Zorzi manage to set up 
an empire whose network extends 
from Japan to Colombia through a 
galaxy of companies registered in 
Luxembourg, Switzerland and the 
British Isles? According to the Italian 
weekly L’Espresso, after fleeing to 
Tokyo he got married, acquired 
Japanese citizenship and changed his 
name to Hagen Roi. He then started an 
import-export business in leatherwear 
and designer handbags that at one 
point did business with Gucci. 

One of his business contacts was 
Paolo Giachini, the businessman who 
offered hospitality to Erik Priebke, the 
SS officer, while he was under house 
arrest in Rome awaiting trial for the 
Ardeatine Massacre, the killing of 335 
civilians during the Second World War. 
Zorzi's ex-girlfriend now appears to 
be running the Italian side of the 
business, which includes a leather 
company and a shop in the fashion 
district in Milan. 

One aspect of Zorzi’s business is 
believed to be the purchase of large 
quantities of handbags and leather 
goods from well known fashion houses, 
with an undertaking to sell a minimum 
quantity through the chain of shops in 
Italy and elsewhere. Sales always fall 
short of the targets and large loans are 
needed to pay for the goods. The loans 
appear to originate from a company 
owned by Zorzi in Tokyo called Vega, 
which is registered in Switzerland. 





(Vega was the name of a Mussolini army 
detachment in the Salo Republic under 
the control of the Third Reich.) The loans 
are repaid by delivering the unsold 
items to Vega in Japan. 


According to L’Espresso these 
transactions result in the movement 
of large quantities of money between 
Tokyo, Italy and Switzerland and one 
wonders “what other purpose this 
may serve well beyond the production 
and sale of leather goods”. Then there 
is the shop owned in Colombia, a 
country not particularly known for the 
sale of designer leather handbags. 

The conclusion reached by the 
investigation is that all the companies 
linked to Zorzi are in fact headed 
by remote trustees and lead to 
Luxembourg, Switzerland or British 
tax havens. One of the companies, 
The Dhoo Glass Services, is registered 
in the Isle of Man; another called 
Morville Services is registered in the 
British Virgin Islands. 

It is a matter of some concern that 
a former terrorist known for his 
militancy in Ordine Nuovo, which 
magistrates described as “criminal and 
racist” when it was outlawed, can 
move such wealth around the globe 
with transactions protected by the 
secrecy rules of offshore havens. 
Also the fact that the shop linked to 
Zorzi in Milan is in a building that 
belongs to the local municipality and 
apparently benefits from a low rent 
begs some questions, as does the visit 
to the shop by a member of the neo- 
fascist National Alliance who attended 
a ceremony to unveil the latest 
handbag design. 

Zorzi remains a fugitive from justice. 
But as there is no extradition treaty 
between Italy and Japan he can stay 
at large for as long as he likes 
and continue to run his empire 
unhindered. The concern is that he 
may be exploiting the advantages 
offered by off shore tax havens to 
finance extreme-right activities. — 








Simon Wiesenthal 
the man the Nazis failed to silence 


By Gerry Gable 


sk anyone who has_ the 

slightest interest in the Holo- 

caust what names spring to 

mind and they will probably 
refer to Adolf Eichmann, Dr Mengele 
and Klaus Barbie — the worst of the 
men who administered and carried out 
the barbarism and savagery of Hitler’s 
Third Reich. 

Press them on who else, and people 
will mention Anne Frank, whose 
poignant diary has made her name 
familiar to almost every Western child. 
Then we come to a man who survived 
12 concentration camps but lost nearly 
100 members of his family in the death 
camps, execution pits, slave labour 
complexes or the cattle trucks that 
carried the Nazis’ victims across Europe 
towards their destruction. 

Simon Wiesenthal, who died on 21 
September aged 96, at his home in 
Vienna, dedicated his life to tracking 
down Nazi war criminals. 

In Britain and America awareness of 
the full enormity of the Holocaust came 
late, not only among the general public 
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but also for many Jews. After the war 
Jews rightly put the creation of a national 
homeland first so that those who had 
survived, though in many cases physically 
or mentally broken, would have a place to 
recover and rebuild their lives. 

Leon Uris charted the creation of 
Israel in Exodus, published in 1958, and 
told the story of the heroic uprising of 
the Jews against the Nazis in the Warsaw 
Ghetto in Mila 18 (1961). It was 
through these books that a new 
generation of Jews and non-Jews learned 
about the mechanism of the Nazi death 
programme and its ultimate results. 

The snatching of Eichmann from 
Argentina by Mossad agents in 1960 
and attacks on former Gestapo and SS 
officers serving the ultra nationalist 
regimes in Egypt and Syria also caught 
the imagination of the public. 

What also began to emerge was just 
how many of the principle practitioners 
of the Nazi killing machine were still at 
large and had never been tried or had 
been recruited into various secret 
services as the Cold War intensified. 

Ever since the war ended Dr 
Wiesenthal had worked, on a 
shoestring budget, from a small bureau 
in Vienna trying to hunt down these 
Nazis. He did not care whom he upset: 
the Russians accused him of working 
for the CIA and the Americans of 
working for the KGB. 

Friends kept telling him to give it up 
but Dr Wiesenthal would not hear of it. 
He spoke often of a Sabbath dinner he 
had attended at the home of another 
survivor of Mauthausen, who had 
become a wealthy jeweller. The man 
speculated that Wiesenthal could have 
become a millionaire if he had gone back 
to his prewar profession as an architect 
instead of hunting Nazis. His response 
was: “When we come to the other 
world and meet the millions of Jews 
who died in the camps, and they ask 
us, ‘What have you done?’ there 
will be many answers. You will 

tell them, ‘I became a jeweller’. 

Another will say, ‘I smuggled 
coffee and American cigarettes’. 


Another will say, ‘I built houses’. But I 
will say, I didn’t forget you’.” 

When the world’s media discovered 
him and wrongly assigned to him 
responsibility for the arrest and 
bringing to justice Eichmann, he did 
not deny it because the story created 
exactly what he needed — a focal point 
for Nazis on the run who were looking 
to do deals to protect themselves. 

Junior former SS men and women 
would approach him, saying that they 
were only a camp guard or similar, 
but that they knew where their old 
commanding officer was living and 
under what false identity. Wiesenthal 
would then use his amazing diplomatic 
skills to approach the officer and do a 
deal with him or her to reach the next 
rung on the ladder, and so on, until he 
got to the SS man responsible, whom 
he would try to bring before the courts. 

This technique worked time and time 
again and he chalked up a very 
impressive list of Nazi killers brought to 
justice. They included Karl Silberbauer, 
the SS officer responsible for the arrest 
of Anne Frank and her family; Gustav 
Franz Wagner, deputy commandant at 
Sobibor; Josef Schwammberger, who 
killed prisoners and slave labourers at 
camps all over Poland; and Valerian 
D Trifa, leader of the Iron Guard 
in Romania. Trifa was deported from 
the USA, where he had become an 
archbishop of an Orthodox Epis- 
copalian church, to Portugal in 1984 
and died three years later. 

The USA had been slow to respond 
to the clamour to prosecute war 
criminals because so many of the Nazi 
servants of the SS who came from the 
Baltic States and Ukraine had come 
under the protection of the US 
government and, in the case of many 
Latvian SS death squad members, the 
British government. But attitudes 
started to change when he was able to 
track down and expose one of the worst 
women SS camp guards, who had 
become notorious for killing women by 
whipping or stamping on them and was 
responsible for selecting women and 


By Sarabjit Singh 


IT WAS WHILST working in the 
Searchlight office that | made a 
special and important request to 
Gerry Gable that it was my dream to 
meet Simon Wiesenthal. | met the 
world famous Nazi hunter in his 
Jewish documentation Center in 
Vienna, which held many _pre- 
stigious awards. He spoke to me 
about how he had survived the 
Holocaust and | was brought to 
tears by the fact that he never spoke 
of revenge, only justice, for the six 
million Jews who perished. 

| told Dr Wiesenthal that he had 
inspired me to combat antisemitism 
and all forms of prejudice. | made 
him a promise that all of us at 
Searchlight would carry on ex- 
posing the Holocaust deniers and 
nazis around the world. He had only 
admiration for Searchlight. 

| presented him with Searchlight 
Educational Trust's handbook, When 
Hate Comes to Town, and he praised 
the Searchlight publication saying it 





children to go to the gas chambers. 

Hermine Braunsteiner-Ryan had 
married a US soldier in 1959 and 
returned with him to the USA, where 
she concealed her past. Her exposure, 
her deportation to Germany and her 
trial and conviction there in 1973 
prompted the Americans to set up a 
Special Department which began the 
long task of vetting everybody who 
had entered the USA after the war. 
Those who had made a false declara- 
tion when applying for residence and 
then citizenship were stripped of their 
citizenship. If there was evidence of 
war crimes they were sent back to 
where the crimes had been committed. 
This work continues and has been 
broadened to seek out war criminals 
from the more recent wars in the 
Balkans and Africa. 

In the mid-1980s Dr Wiesenthal 
invited Searchlight to join him for a 
birthday celebration dinner in London. 
He had previously described Searchlight 
as the best English language 
publication of its kind in the world. 

President Ronald Reagan had recently 
visited Bitburg cemetery in Germany on 
the 40th anniversary of the end of the 
Second World War. This had caused a 
huge amount of anger around the world 
because the cemetery contains the 
graves of members of the Waffen SS. 

Reagan had then set up a body to 


was an important contribution in 
the fight against fascism. | asked him 
how he was feeling and he replied: 
“Sarabjit | am over ninety years old. 
| come to the office and work for a 
few hours each day. It is good to 
keep busy, | do not want to sit at 
home watching TV waiting to die.” 
When | heard of his passing away 
at the age of 96 | wept for a man 
whom | deeply loved and respected. 
| shall never forget his kindness and 
humbleness, a Holocaust survivor 
who inspired me in my fight against 
hatred. ~= 


recall the lessons of the Holocaust. 
Dr Wiesenthal used the dinner to accuse 
the US President of inviting Ukrainians 
to join this body while ignoring the half 
a million or more Roma who had 
suffered alongside the Jews in the con- 
centration and death camps. There, we 
thought, is a man of true principle. 

Dr Wiesenthal received many 
international awards and doctorates but 
they were not matched by the financial 
support he needed to keep the bureau 
and its volunteer staff going. 

As some of the media explained in the 
hundreds of obituaries and tributes that 
followed his death, forced to the brink 
of closure in Vienna Dr Wiesenthal 
allowed a group of American right-wing 
Jews to set up museums and educational 
centres using his name. Without a doubt 
their work is having a huge and 
worthwhile impact on youngsters of all 
races and faiths. But pragmatic to the 
end Dr Wiesenthal took from them the 
money he needed to keep his bureau 
going but never endorsed their politics. 
The bulk of his investigative files had 
been handed over to the Yad Vashem 
memorial library in Israel years earlier. 

Simon Wiesenthal was one of the 
most tenacious and stubborn characters 
in the fight against Nazism we ever 
had the good fortune to work with. 
That stubbornness and tenacity should 
remain an example to us all. ~= 


By Karl Pfeifer 


DESPITE AN ARSON attack that 
damaged his house in Vienna in 
1982, from which he escaped 
unharmed, Simon Wiesenthal 
chose to stay in Austria where, 
he once said, his efforts were 
“unhappily tolerated”. 

Soon after the start of the 
Cold War, Austrian politicians, 
who had recruited former Nazis 
into their parties, came to a tacit 
consensus not to chase Nazi 
criminals. In the few instances 
that the Austrian courts dealt 
with Nazi crimes, scandals 
erupted when, for example, 
members of the jury turned out 
themselves to be former Nazis. 
Despite this, Wiesenthal worked 
relentlessly to track down war 
criminals and helped the 
German justice authorities and 
other agencies to prosecute 
lave eolanvi(el mi tat-n 0 

Wiesenthal’s fierce dispute in 
the 1970s with Austria's socialist 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisky, who 
had publicly defended a former 
member of the Waffen SS, shone 
light upon the relationship of 
the postwar Austrian political 
elite with the country’s Nazi past 
and the resilience of antisemitic 
stereotypes. Kreisky attacked 
Wiesenthal as the head of a 
“political mafia working against 
Austria’. 

On the whole, with the exception 
of liberal Catholic intellectuals, 
Austrians backed Kreisky, for he, as 
an assimilated Jew, was free to air 
many of their own thoughts, their 
defensiveness about the Nazi past 
and their unease at being re- 
minded of it. Kreisky’s insinuations 
about Wiesenthal’s supposed 
dishonesty, vengefulness, hypocrisy 
Flalo MacelaprNUciudr-]ameld (ell atm at=)| ef=te| 
legitimise and revive public 
expression of deep-seated anti- 
Jewish stereotypes. 

A few years later politicians of 
the conservative People’s Party 
(OVP) used the same stereo- 
types to defend the country’s 
president, Kurt Waldheim, who 
had lied about his past during the 
Second World War. Wiesenthal 
defended Waldheim from the 
unjust accusation that he had 
been an SS officer, but said that 
Waldheim was a liar. 
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Court challenges religious bigots 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


A RIGHT-WING CALVINIST political 
party has lost its state funding 
because it discriminates against 
women. A court in The Hague decided 
that the Staatkundig Gereformeerde 
Partij (SGP) is in violation of the UN 
Treaty of Women’s Rights. 

The decision on 7 September came 
after the Clara Wichmann Foundation 
and seven other women’s rights 
organisations demanded in court 
that the SGP should end its policy of 
not allowing women to be full 
members of the party. 

The SGP is one of the Netherlands’ 
oldest political parties. Established in 
1918 out of fears that women would 
be given the right to vote, its original 
programme stated, “Women’s voting 
rights contradict the destiny of the 
women”. Even today the programme 
is silent on the right of women to join 
the party because it is taken for 
granted that they will not be 
members. 

The party, whose ideology follows 
a strict interpretation of the Bible, 
wants to establish a theocracy in the 
Netherlands. Its founding father, G H 
Kersten, wrote in the 1920s, that “The 
goal of woman's life, her duty, her 
calling, is at home. We honour this 
kind of woman to the word of God. 
We despise a woman who withdraws 
from her house.” 

Kersten later had to leave the party 
because of his collaborationist 
behaviour during the Second World 
War when, in 1941, he allowed the 
SGP’s magazine to be published 
under another name and to be run 
by a member of the Nazi puppet 
Nationaal Socialistische Beweging. 

In 1984, the party released a 
pamphlet which acknowledged 
women’s right to vote as long as they 
recognised male superiority. Despite 
this studied backwardness, pressure 
grew on the party in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s to allow women to 
join. The admission of a group of 
women into a branch in 1988 set off 
a chain of rulings and counter- 
rulings aimed at Startisinyg. this 
relaxation of the rules. 





In 1993 the party chairman said he 
had no objection to women’s 
membership only to find his position 
rejected by a party conference. 
The following year, 30 women lodged 
a legal complaint against the party 
for discrimination but the public 
prosecutor took no action. Perhaps 
because of this, a court in The Hague 
in 1995 sided with the SGP against a 
woman who challenged her dismissal 
from the party. 

Nevertheless, the SGP was clearly 
mindful of the possibility of court 
cases and decided in 1996 to change 
the rules of this extraordinary party 
to allow women to be “extraordinary 
members” and allow them to speak 
in meetings but still to exclude them 
from decision making. In 2001 a 
female SGP member took her 
objections to this state of affairs to 
the Commission for Equality but the 
case fell down. Two years ago, a 
survey of young SGP members found 
that 70% had no objections to 
female membership of the party. 

Almost unbelievably this group of 
bigots has held seats in the 150-seat 
Dutch Parliament  since1922, 
representing the so-called Bible belt 
of the Netherlands - an area that 
spans Zeeland, Zuid-Holland, 
Gelderland and Overijssel |\- where 
the SGP has a relatively stiong and 
steady electoral potential. 

At present, the SGP has two seats in 
each of the two parliamentary 
chambers and shares one seat in the 
European parliament with Christen 
Unie. The European fraction of the 
SGP is part of the Independence and 
Democracy group which consists of 
33 members of the racist League of 
Polish Families, the racist and 
separatist Lega Nord from Italy, 
the United Kingdom Independence 
Party and Eurosceptic parties from 
Denmark and Sweden. At local level, 
the SGP has four mayors and 
35 aldermen. 

SGP voters are characterised by 
their strong resentment of Dutch 
society, which they consider sinful. 
The day after the tsunami in South 


Asia, the Reformatorisch Dagblad, a 
daily paper closely linked to the SGP, 
asked why God's rage hit Asia instead 
of the Netherlands: “Is Holland, is 
Europe, not as godless as South East 
Asia?” Calvinist families have no 
television and read books only if they 
are from the church __ library. 
Calvinistic schools do not teach 
evolution and sex education. 

According to the 27,000-strong 
SGP, the state and church have 
independent responsibilities but 
are not inseparable. Two years 
ago when parliament discussed 
reinstatement of the death penalty, 
the SGP, Bible in the hand, was in 
favour. This was hardly surprising for 
a party that rages endlessly about 
the decline of such traditional 
values and institutions as the family 
and church, the lack of public 
decency, liberal sexual morality, 
feminism, abortion, childcare and 
working women. 

Fortunately, the SGP has never been 
in government although it came close 
in 2003 when the Christian 
Democrat/Liberal government fell as 
a result of a rift over the populist List 
Pim Fortuyn. The Liberals, however, 
did not want the SGP in the coalition 
because of its fundamentalist anti- 
women stance. 

Now, at last, a court has ruled that 
the Internal Affairs ministry must 
suspend the party's annual grant of 

1.1 million (£756,000) as long as it 

continues to discriminate against 
women. According to the court, the 
Dutch government must meet its 
obligations under international anti- 
discrimination regulations and 
sexual equality must prevail over 
freedom of religion and freedom of 
expression. 

Johan Remkes, the Internal Affairs 
Minister, has appealed against the 
decision because the state wants to 
remain neutral on this touchy issue. 
Meanwhile the SGP’s youth wing, 
which has 12,000 members, has 
urged the party to re-examine 
its views before it alienates even 
more people. ate 
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Editorial 


The last weeks have certainly been 
very eventful ones. 

We have seen the demise of Franco 
and the National Front's Annual 
General Meeting. 

Then there were the Old Bailey 
acquittals of eight of the eleven young 
Blacks accused after a massive police 
raid on a Black club in London last year. 

As we reach the end of 1975 we can 
rightly say that internationally things 
look brighter than this time last year. 
In Greece and Portugal the people are 
exercising vigilance and in Spain the 
edifice of fascism is crumbling. 

But for Black people in Britain 
the position is bleaker and for the 
growing number of unemployed 
black youths even worse. The most 
worrying feature in the fight against 
racialism is the growing number of 
reports of acts of violence against 
immigrants and the harassment of 
families, often by gangs of racially 
motivated youths. 

The coming months will call for even 
greater vigilance for it is in periods of 
deepening economic crisis that the 
scapegoat theory starts to fall on 
fertile ground. 
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Britain plays host to far right rally 


The far-right and anti-semitic British 
League of Rights will be playing host 
to the Crown Commonwealth League 
of Rights Fourth Bi-annual Conference 
in London on 2 November 1985. 

Led by long-time bookseller and 
organiser Don Martin, the British 
League of Rights will bring together 
a host of well-known anti-semites 
and others for the one-day conference 
at the up-market Tara Hotel in 
Kensington, London. 

The preceding night the hotel will be 
the venue for a formal dinner to 
welcome the League’s speakers and 
delegates from all parts of the 
commonwealth. The speakers will 
include the Commonwealth League's 
top man, Eric Butler, a Jew-baiter with a 
track record running back to the 
‘thirties. His organisation in Australia, 
like Don Martin’s Bloomfield books, 
has had the notorious Protocols of the 
Learned Elders of Zion on_ its 
booklists... 

The British League has been linked 
directly and indirectly with many fascist 
and far right outfits. Its patron, Air-Vice 
Marshal Don Bennet, has been seen on 
National Front marches. 
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Lawrence family reject CPS offer 


The parents of the murdered teenager 
Stephen Lawrence have passed a crucial 
stage in their battle to see justice. 
Two men have been committed for trial 
accused of murder, as a result of a 
private prosecution brought by Neville 
and Doreen Lawrence. 

The Crown Prosecution Service had 
dropped the case because it decided 
there was “insufficient evidence”, 
The Lawrences have had two years of 
campaigning and fundraising to try and 
secure justice for their son. 

Stephen Lawrence, 18, an A level 
student, was stabbed to death by a 
racist gang in April 1993, while waiting 
for a bus. 

After the two men were sent for trial, 
the Crown Prosecution Service said it 
would “reconsider” the case. The CPS 
announcement was treated with scorn 
by the family. In a statement they said: 
“We have come this far without the CPS 
and it’s our wish to continue to the end 
without their involvement. 

“Throughout this prosecution we 
have had a role and a voice. We are not 
about to lose that freedom to a body 
that was tone deaf to our existence and 
our needs and concerns.” 
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1945 was a victory won by the extraordinary heroism of ordinary 
people, a defeat for a politics that begins with hate your neighbour 
and ends in gas chambers. Today the fascists’ blackshirts 
have been swapped for suits, but the danger hasn't changed. 
Our shirt reminds them we haven't forgotten. 


£9.99 100% cotton T-shirt. 
All profits to fund local Searchlight anti-BNP campaigns. 
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